M  L 

Gc  *^-  ^" 

942.57019 

W581S 
1333890 


GENEALOGY   COL-LECTION 


Iir'r IH ril9^iV,riT,y. PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  00721  5236 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Allen  County  Public  Library  Genealogy  Center 


http://www.archive.org/details/somenotesofhistoOOslat 


HISTORY 


OF   THE 


PARISH    OF    WHITCHURCH 


SOME     NOTES  ^ 


_£2£, 


I 


THE     HISTORY 


PARISH  OFWHITCHURCH 


OXON. 


BY   THE 


REV.    JOHN     ST.ATTER,    M.A., 

Rector  of  that  Parish, 
And  Honorary  Canon  of  Christ  Church. 


LONDON : 
ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  PATERNOSTER  ROW,  E.G. 


■a 

\ 


1333890 

PREFACE. 


The  great  impulse  which  the  study  of  archaeology  has 
given  to  the  scrutiny  of  parochial  records  has  led  to  the 
publication  in  many  instances  of  parochial  histories. 
However  small  and  obscure  a  parish  may  be,  its  history 
can  never  be  wholly  devoid  of  use  and  interest,  and  may 
occasionally  be  of  some  importance  by  serving  to  link 
together  passages  of  our  national  history,  or,  at  any  rate, 
by  helping  to  fill  up  gaps  in  the  domestic  annals  of  our 
country. 

When  I  came  to  Whitchurch,  in  1880,  I  at  once  pro- 
cured a  book,  properly  indexed,  in  which  to  enter  infor- 
mation of  whatever  sort  that  might  be  useful  to  my 
successors.  The  facts  thus  collected,  though  far  from 
being  a  perfect  history,  have,  however,  attained  to  a 
certain  degree  of  continuity  ;  but  I  should  hardly  have 
ventured  to  publish  these,  if  I  had  not  in  my  chest  come 
across  some  documents  which  seem  of  great  interest,  and 
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one  of  them  in  particular  of  great  rarity.  I  allude  to  the 
first  poor-law  accounts  of  the  parish  under  the  earlier  Act 
of  Elizabeth,  viz.,  5  Eliz.,  cap.  3.  The  same  book  con- 
tains also  four  inventories  of  church  goods,  and  a  list  of 
the  tenants  and  size  of  their  holdings  in  1584. 

J.S. 
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SITUATION  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF 
WHITCHURCH. 


SITUATION    AND    PHYSICAL    FEATURES    OF    WHITCHURCH. 

THE  parish  of  Whitchurch  occupies  a  position  on 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Oxford, 
and  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  chalk  formation,  where  it 
crosses  the  river  Thames  to  pass  into  Berkshire. 

In  Saxon  times  the  parish  lay  entirely  north  of  that 
river,  and  therefore  wholly  in  the  kingdom  of  Mercia, 
though  after  the  Norman  Conquest  it  was  extended  into 
Berks.  On  reaching  the  parish  the  course  of  the  river  is 
nearly  due  south  ;  then,  after  a  short  space,  decidedly 
south-east  ;  and  on  attaining  its  most  southerly  point  it 
turns  at  a  large  angle,  and  runs  eastward  till  it  reaches 
the  opposite  boundary  of  the  parish.  All  along  the 
margin  of  the  river  there  rises  from  it  a  slope  of  alluvial 
soil,  at  the  most  about  half  a  mile  in  width  to  the  scarp 
of  the  chalk,  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  parish 
runs,  roughly,  parallel  to  the  river,  at  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile  and  a  half.  In  former  times  the  western 
portion  of  the  river  seems  to  have  had  two  streams,  which 
enclosed  a  long  narrow  island  called  Langeley,  which, 
though   reckoned   in   Berkshire,   and   paying  tax  in  that 
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county,  was  part  of  the  manor  of  Gatehampton,  a  manor 
just  above  Whitchurch,  on  the  river  side,  and  now  part  of 
Goring  parish.  The  course  of  this  other  branch  of  the 
stream  may  still  be  traced  in  low  and  swampy  ground, 
terminating  just  where  the  river  takes  its  south-eastward 
direction. 

The  lower  slope  is  good  and  fertile  soil ;  the  face  of  the 
chalk  hills  is  mostly  poor,  and  useless  for  corn,  but  on 
portions  of  the  summit  of  the  hills  there  are  many  tracts 
of  good  and  useful  land.  No  doubt  originally  this  was 
clothed  with  grass.  There  is  one  part  subject  to  land- 
springs,  but  for  the  most  part  the  inhabitants  are 
dependent  on  ponds  for  their  water-supply,  except  where  1 
wells  have  been  sunk  in  the  chalk.  The  highest  part  of 
the  parish  is  310  feet  above  the  river,  but  behind,  north- 
ward, the  hills  rise  considerably  higher. 
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11. 

SOME    FEW    TOKENS    OF    ANTIQUITY. 

I.  T  N  the  little  map  at  the  beginning  of  this  book,  at  the 
X  spot  marked  'a,'  about  the  centre  of  the  parish, 
are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  camp.  Its  area  may  have  been 
about  four  acres.  It  is  at  the  edge  of  a  chalk  hill,  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  its  southern  side  was  ever  entrenched.  On 
the  western  side  it  was  separated  from  the  next  hill  by 
one  of  those  abrupt  dips  which  are  so  common  in  the  chalk 
formation;  but  this  dip,  as  it  penetrated  the  hill  north- 
ward, has  been  completed  and  deepened  with  the  spade,  till 
the  point  is  reached  whence  the  trench  turned  eastward. 
Only  a  small  portion  of  the  northern  face  is  preserved. 
The  rest  of  it  and  all  the  eastern  side  is  filled  in,  although 
its  direction  can  be  traced  pretty  certainly.  Opposite  the 
southern  face,  where,  it  has  been  said,  the  entrenchment 
was  not  carried,  there  is  a  slight  dip  in  the  chalk,  which 
facilitates  ascent  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  this  there  are 
signs  of  an  earthwork,  which  may  be  natural,  but  look 
very  like  the  marks  of  a  traverse  having  been  thrown  up 
to  guard  against  direct  ascent.  The  square  angle  which 
still  exists  seems  to  point  it  out  as  being  originally 
Roman  work.     We  shall  return  later  to  this. 
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2.  On  the  western  side  of  the  parish,  not  far  from  its 
north-west  corner,  and  near  to  the  river,  at  the  spot  marked 
'  h'  in  clearing  away  soil  which  rendered  a  farm  build- 
ing damp  only  a  few  years  ago,  were  uncovered  the 
skeletons  of  two  men  lying  side  by  side,  and  face  to  the 
river.  In  the  mouth  of  one  was  a  Roman  copper  coin  ; 
the  other  had  on  his  right  hip  one  of  those  short,  straight 
knives  which  are  always  found  in  Saxon  interments.  It 
seems  almost  certain  these  were  pagan  burials.  The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  found  a  quiet  grave  for  so 
many  centuries  afford  wide  scope  for  conjecture,  beyond 
which  it  seems  hopeless  to  advance.  This  discovery  pro- 
bably marks  the  commencement  of  the  era  when  the  Saxon 
immigration  overthrew  the  Romano-British  government. 

3.  At  the  spot  marked  *  c '  is  a  large  pond,  called  the 
Tyne-pit,  from  the  Saxon  word  '  tynan,'  to  hedge,  or 
fence.  It  points  to  the  habit,  followed  now  for  centuries, 
of  trusting  to  ponds  in  these  uplands  for  the  necessary 
supply  of  water.  To  keep  it  as  clean  as  possible  for 
drinking  purposes,  this  pond  was  from  the  first  sur- 
rounded by  a  hedge,  to  prevent  cattle  from  polluting  it. 
The  tract  in  which  it  is  situated,  distinguished  from  the 
rest  of  the  map  by  shading,  is  the  old  common  land  of 
the  parish,  part  of  a  rough  common  which  extended  for 
miles  northwards.  At  its  lower  end  is  a  tract  which  is 
still  called  Whitchurch  Gate,  marking,  no  doubt,  the 
position  of  the  gate  which  served  to  keep  stray  cattle 
from  wandering  off  the  common  to  damage  the  crops  on 
the  lower  ground.  This  is  probably  what  is  meant  in  the 
Saxon  boundary  by  the  Head-stile. 

4.  The  next  thing  to  be  noticed  is  a  ditch,  or  trench, 
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striking  out  of  the  river  at  some  distance  above  the  mill, 
and  carried  round  at  some  little  distance  from  the  river, 
and  at  last  brought  back  into  it,  about  the  same  distance 
below  the  mill  as  it  started  above  it.  This  seems  a  unique 
feature  in  a  Thames  village.  It  may  be  conjectured  that 
it  originally  formed  the  defence  of  the  Saxon  village 
from  incursions  of  hostile  bands  coming  down  from  the 
high  land.  It  is  now  of  the  size  of  an  ordinary  brook, 
but  it  may  have  been  wider,  and  defended  b}'  a  stockade 
on  the  hither  side.  In  passing  through  part  of  the 
Walliscote  grounds,  it  is  carried  now  by  a  subterranean 
channel,  and  is  utilized  to  fill  a  large  open  tank  or  pond  in 
the  kitchen-garden,  and  thence,  being  carried  under  the 
village  street,  appears  again  beyond  as  a  flowing  brook. 

5.  This  brings  us  back  to  the  reconsideration  of  the 
Roman  camp,  '  a'  as  possibly  in  later  times  forming  a 
reason  for  the  fortification  of  the  Saxon  village.  The 
camp  seems  to  have  furnished  a  shelter  to  an  army  or 
troop  of  Danes.  The  evidence  is  slender,  but  difficult  to 
rebut ;  it  depends  on  the  nomenclature  of  certain  spots 
adjoining  the  camp. 

The  first  is  Ammersle}',  which  is  the  ground  east  of  the 
camp  where  the  little  horses  would  be  pastured.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  not  decisive,  but  the  word  '  ammer,'  a  bunt- 
ing, does  not  seem  to  be  found  in  Saxon,  which  denomi- 
nates that  bird  by  another  term,  '  seltra.'  But  two  other 
words  are  more  decisive :  a  lane  leading  out  northward 
from  the  camp  is  called  Hod's  Lane,  i.e.,  Odin's.  It 
would  be  the  war-path  of  the  plundering  host.  If 
Saxon,  it  would  have  been  Woden's.  And  the  plot  of 
ground  north  of  the  camp  is  called  Binditch.     It  comes 
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up  to  the  ditch  of  the  fort.  Now  'bin'  cannot  well  be 
derived  from  anything  but  '  byan,'  which  is  the  genitive 
case  of  '  by,'  the  Danish  word  which  corresponds 
with  the  Saxon  word  '  burgh,'  a  castle.  The  Danes, 
coming  up  the  river  and  landing  at  '  e^  would  find  right 
opposite  to  them  a  gap  in  the  chalk  hills,  which  would 
lead  them  by  a  winding  path  (recognised  as  a  constant 
feature  in  all  known  Danish  work)  to  mount  up  to  the 
eastern  side  of  the  castle. 

It  is  a  tradition  of  the  parish  that  until  quite  later 
times  the  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  parish  were 
different  in  manners  and  habits  from  the  rest,  and  chiefly 
found  their  living  by  employment  upon  the  water. 

6.  At  '/'  is  the  supposed  site  of  the  jug-well  found  in 
the  '  metas  '  of  the  Abingdon  charter.  It  is  chiefly  of  con- 
sequence as  bearing  on  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the 
separate  manor  of  Hardwick. 

7.  In  the  centre  of  the  Hardwick  property  is  a  plot  of 
ground  called  the  Maypole  Piece.  It  is  marked  on  the 
map  '  g.'  It  is  an  open  space,  with  a  tree  standing  alone, 
where  we  may  suppose  the  maypole  formerl}^  stood.  There 
is  a  memorandum  made  by  the  last  Mrs.  Lybbe  (^nU 
Isabella  Twysden)  to  this  effect  : 

*  1713.  A  maypole- set  up  on  y^  hill  in  yc  straight  way 
to  Collinsend.' 

It  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  this  spot  was  con- 
nected centuries  ago  with  Druidical  worship.  It  is  just 
this  sort  of  spot  which  would  be  chosen  for  the  purpose — 
solitary  in  the  midst  of  woods,  on  an  elevated  site,  such  as 
in  mountainous  districts  would  be  called  a '  pen,'  or  head. 
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DOCUMENTARY    HISTORY. 

THE  first  mention  of  the  parish  seems  to  be  in 
connection  with  the  grant  of  it  to  the  Abbey  of 
Abingdon  by  Athelred,  by  charter  dated  a.d.  1012. 

In  the  chronicle  of  the  abbey,  i.,  p.  423,  the  history 
runs  thus,  shghtly  abridged  : 

'  I,  Athelred,  King  of  all  England,  ...  to  a  certain 
servant  of  mine  who  faithfully  serves  me — Leofric  by 
name — freely  give  a  certain  portion  of  land  for  his  support 
— that  is  to  say  ten  cassates  to  possess  in  his  own  right 
in  a  village  commonly  called  by  the  country  people  Hwit- 
curke  situate  in  the  county  of  Oxford  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Thames — to  possess  freely  as  long  as  he  lives  and 
to  leave  it  to  what  heir  he  please.'  This  seems  to  be  a 
citation  of  the  original  deed  of  gift. 

It  proceeds  without  connection:  .  .  .  'This  land  finally 
in  our  days  belonged  to  one  Leofric  in  right  of  his  father 
.  .  .  but  he  by  his  wicked  life  and  crimes  brought  himself 
under  condemnation  and  his  land  into  forfeiture.  .  .  . 
Therefore  we  will  that  this  charter  by  our  authority 
should  annul  all  previous  terriers  if  ever  they  should  be 
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found.'  .  .  .     But  the  charter  conveying  the  land  to  the 
abbey  is  not  given.     It  proceeds  : 

'  The  Boundaries. 
'  The  aforesaid  land  is  distinguished  according  to  the 
testimony  of  the  husbandmen  by  the  following  boundaries  : 
'  First  from  Bleccesford  on  the  Thames ;  and  along 
the  boundary  on  the  southern  bank ;  from  the  southern 
bank  along  the  boundary  on  the  jug-well's  head  ;  from 
the  jug-well's  head  along  the  boundary  on  to  the  Beamster- 
mere  {i.e.,  the  boundary  in  the  direction  of  the  tree),  and 
from  the  Beamster-mere  along  the  boundary  to  the  Head- 
stile,  and  from  the  Head-stile  along  the  boundary  to 
Leofrun's  boundary,  and  from  Leofrun's  boundary  along 
the  boundary  back  to  Bleccan-ford.' 

'  Signed  by     Athelred  the  King, 

Athelstan  the  Prince, 
WuLFSTAN  the  Archbishop, 
And  many  others.' 

The  expression  '  Beamster-mere '  seems  to  signify 
literally  '  the  tree -ward  boundary,'  and  would  be  in 
reference  either  to  some  particular  solitary  tree,  or  else 
to  the  woodland  which  came  up  to  the  line  along  which 
the  boundary  ran. 

In  later  times  the  abbey  did  not  possess  this  property, 
and  two  ways  appear,  by  either  of  which  the  loss  might 
have  taken  place.  It  is  said  in  the  chronicle  of  the 
abbey  (i.  477)  :  '  It  was  an  English  custom  for  monks 
not  to  renounce  their  patrimony,  but  to  keep  the  rents  for 
themselves,  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  they  pleased  by 
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will.  In  this  way  it  was  that  there  were  two  monks  of 
Abingdon,  Leofric  and  Godric  Child,  one  of  whom  pos- 
sessed Sparsholt,  the  other,  Leofric,  Whitchurch  by  in- 
heritance. Sparsholt  remained  the  property  of  the  abbey, 
but  Wigod,  the  lord  of  Wallingford,  gained  possession  of 
Whitchurch  by  the  will  of  Leofric' 

But  in  the  same  chronicle  (ii.  283)  another  account 
is  given,  which,  being  more  general  in  character,  may  not 
actually  differ  from  the  above. 

It  runs  thus:  'The  Abbot  Ethelston  sent  into  Normandy 
for  his  relations,  to  whom  he  granted  and  enfeoffed  many 
possessions  of  the  Church,  so  that  in  a  single  year  he 
conferred  on  them  no  less  than  seventy  holdings.  Both 
Tadmarton  and  Sandford  and  Erncote  and  the  meadow 
near  Oxford  and  Whitchurch  and  many  others  were  then 
lost  to  the  Church.' 

A  name  appears  in  Domesday  Book  as  a  tenant  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward.  It  is  there  said  that  at  that  time 
Leuric  and  Alcuin,  freemen,  held  the  land.  If  the  'cassate,' 
as  it  seems,  was  co-extensive  with  the  '  carucate  ' — i.e., 
the  allowance  for  one  house  ('casa'),  the  same  as  that  for 
one  plough  ('  caruca ') — then,  referring  to  the  Abingdon 
charter,  we  find  Leofric  possessed  of  ten  cassates,  whereas 
in  Domesday  the  parish  is  set  at  fifteen  carucates.  In 
that  case,  Alcuin  was  probably  possessor  of  the  other 
five.  Leuric  is  probably  the  same  name  as  Leofric. 
Here,  then,  fifty-four  3^ears  later,  we  meet  with  the  same 
I  name  as  up  to  that  time  a  holder  in  Whitchurch. 

It  seems  possible  to  reconcile  the  accounts  in  this  way: 
iThe  chronicler  records  (i.  4S1)  with  reprobation  the  in- 
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troduction  of  an  evil  custom  of  the  Abbot  granting  for 
sums  of  money  land  to  men  for  two  or  three  lives,  and 
then  to  revert  to  the  abbey.  Thus  early  do  we  meet  with 
a  custom  which  became  general,  for  ecclesiastical  corpora- 
tions to  grant  beneficiary  leases  for  fines  paid  in  hand. 
It  may  be  that,  not  the  Abbot,  but  Leofric,  did  this,  and 
put  the  reversion  in  the  hands  of  Wigod.  It  would  then 
still  be  called  Leofric's  land  at  the  time  when  all  former 
titles  were  swept  away  by  the  grant  of  the  whole  parish 
as  one  manor  to  Milo  Crispin,  one  of  William's  Norman 
followers. 

The  history  would  seem  to  point  to  some  such  solution. 
But  in  such  case  the  charter  must  be  spurious,  and  manu- 
factured out  of  documents  left  behind  by  Leofric.  Some 
support  to  this  idea  arises  from  a  consideration  of  the 
charter,  the  preamble  of  which  is  disjointed,  and,  as 
observed  before,  the  actual  grant  to  Abingdon  nowhere 
appears. 
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THE  next  evidence  is  derived  from  the  Great  Survey 
of  England  made  by  William  I.  in  1084. 

In  the  portion  which  relates  to  Oxfordshire,  Whit- 
church appears  as  one  of  the  many  manors  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  which  were  conferred  on  Milo  Crispin, 
one  of  the  most  powerful  of  his  followers. 

The  entry  is  as  follows  : 

'  Ide  ten*^  Witecerce.     Ibi  st  x  hide. 

'  Tra  XV  car.  Ne  in  dnio  iii  car  7  v  servi  7  xx  villi  cu 
vii  bord.  hnt  xii  car.  Ibi  molin  de  xx  sol  7  xii  ac.  pti 
Silua  ii  q^^rent.  Ig  7  una  q"r.  lat.  Valuit  xv  lib.  m^  xx^i 
lit3.     Leuric  7  Alcuin.  libe  tenuer.  T.  R.  E.' 

Which,  being  translated,  tells  us  thus  much  : 

'The  same  [Milo]  holds  Whitchurch.  There  are  ten 
hides. 

'  The  land  is  for  fifteen  ploughs.  At  present  there  are 
in  demesne  three  ploughlands,  and  five  serfs  and  twenty 
villeins  with  seven  cottagers  have  twelve  ploughlands. 
There  is  a  mill  of  twenty  shillings  and  twelve  acres  of 
meadow,  a  wood  two  furlongs  long  and  one  furlong  broad. 
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It  was  worth  fifteen  pounds,  now  twenty  pounds.  Leuric 
and  Alcuin,  freemen,  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.' 
A  careful  comparison  of  this  statement  with  the  boun- 
daries of  Leofric's  land  as  given  in  the  Abingdon  chronicle 
will  enable  us  to  draw  some  interesting  conclusions. 

Originally,  there  seems  no  doubt  that  the  *  hide '  was 
the  measure  of  land  needful  for  a  single  freeholder.  No 
certain  derivation  of  the  term  has  been  ever  attained. 
It  seems  identical  with  '  cassata,'  which  probably  enough 
is  derived  from  the  Latin  *casa,'  a  house,  and  means  land 
enough  for  the  dwelling  of  one  family ;  and  this,  again, 
is  the  same  as  '  carucate,'  the  quantity  which  may  be 
tilled  by  one  plough  in  the  year.  This  quantity  varies  ; 
it  was  supposed  that  it  would  amount  to  an  acre  a  day, 
and  so  the  quantity  tilled  by  the  farmer  every  year  would 
be  from  sixty  to  eighty  acres.  But  as  the  system  of 
agriculture  pursued  allowed  the  same  land  to  be  cropped 
only  every  other  year,  and  kept  it  fallow  during  the 
interval,  the  quantity  had  to  be  doubled.  Thus  the 
carucate  varied  from  120  to  160  acres. 

In  Berkshire,  a  county  of  Wessex,  it  was  160  acres,  as 
may  be  proved  by  the  measure  of  an  estate  of  320  acres, 
which  in  the  Survey  is  set  at  two  carucates.  In  Oxford- 
shire, a  county  of  Mercia,  it  seems  to  have  been  120  acres, 
which  corresponds  with  the  measurement  assigned  to 
Whitchurch,  \\z.,  fifteen  carucates — i.e.,  1,800  acres — 
which  is  just  about  the  size  of  the  parish,  less  that  portion 
of  it  which  was  common.  ■ 

If  this  be  so,  the  ten  hides,  or  cassates,  spoken  of  in 
the  Abingdon  charter  as  the  possession  of  Leofric,  will 


The  Domesday  Book.  21 

have  formed  what  we  may  call  Whitchurch  proper,  and 
there  must  have  existed  another  manor  which  is  now 
known  as  the  manor  of  Hardwick.  This  suggestion  is 
further  supported  by  one  of  the  boundaries  quoted  in  the 
same  document — viz.,  '  from  the  river  along  the  boundary 
to  the  ceacca-well's  head.'  '  Ceacca '  is  the  Saxon  term 
for  a  jack  or  jug,  and  this  term  means  a  well  which  served 
the  inhabitants  for  dipping  their  household  vessels  to  gain 
a  supply  of  water.  This,  therefore,  can  be  no  other  than 
the  westernmost  point  of  the  wet  land  which  runs  from 
just  within  the  boundary  of  Hardwick  between  the  road 
to  the  house  and  the  river.  There  is  no  other  place  in 
the  whole  parish  where  the  water  flows  out  from  the  chalk. 

The  hide  was  often  only  an  indication  of  the  rate  of 
taxation,  and  not  intended  strictly  to  denote  the  measure- 
ment of  land.  In  the  Book  of  the  Survey,  at  this  point 
it  doubtless  stands  for  the  quantity  of  land  in  Whitchurch 
proper.  But  Hardwick  was  in  the  same  cure  of  souls  as 
Whitchurch,  and  in  that  sense  included  in  the  parish, 
and  together  with  Whitchurch  made  up  the  fifteen  caru- 
cates,  more  particularly  when  the  grasp  of  iMilo  had 
gathered  both  properties  together  under  the  one  name  of 
Whitchurch. 

But  through  the  proprietorship  of  Milo  Crispin  a  real 
addition  was  made  to  the  parish  of  a  portion  of  Berkshire. 

Under  the  head  of  that  knight's  possessions  in  Berk- 
shire, we  find  that  he  held  in  Pangbourne  six  hides,  and 
it  proceeds  : 

'  Of  this  land  a  certain  knight  holds  one  hide,  and  there 
he  has  one  plough  and  two  acres  of  meadow.'     And  it 
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proceeds,  naming  the  tenant :  *  The  same  William  holds 
of  Milo  one  hide  in  Sulham — Baldwin  held  it  of  King 
Edward.'  These  two  hides,  detached  from  their  respec- 
tive parishes,  were  united  to  the  parish  of  Whitchurch 
under  circumstances  which  do  not  appear.  But  the  union 
was  very  possible  through  the  ownership  of  the  same 
great  man,  and  was  perhaps  owing  to  some  personal 
preference  of  the  tenant,  but  probably  to  considerations 
which  are  dwelt  on  below. 

This  single  hide  in  Sulham  thus  annexed  to  Whit- 
church parish  probably  gave  the  title  to  Hyde  Hall.  The 
mansion  was  some  time  back  removed  to  another  site, 
and  is  now  called  Purley  Hall ;  but  it  is  still  partly  in  the 
ecclesiastical  parish  of  Whitchurch, 

Thus  an  irregular  tract  of  land,  amounting  to  more 
than  300  acres,  was  added  to  Whitchurch,  extending 
some  distance  beyond  the  river,  the  south  bank  of  which 
was  certainly  its  boundary  in  Saxon  times. 

But  it  should  be  remarked  that,  besides  the  one  hide 
in  Sulham,  there  were  three  borderers  with  half  a  plough- 
land.  This,  with  the  one  from  Pangbourne,  made  together 
two  and  a  half  ploughlands,  which  was  exactly  the  amount 
in  acres  if  we  reckon  by  the  same  measurement  as  on  the 
Oxfordshire  side  of  the  Thames ;  but  not  quite  two  if  we 
go  by  that  of  Wessex  and  the  usual  measure  in  Berks. 

The  annexation  of  this  portion  of  Berks  to  the  parish 
arose  probably  from  the  allocation  of  tithes  which  took 
place  so  generally  at  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  Milo  Crispin's  tenant  in  Sulham  most  likely 
paid  tithe,  not  to  Sulham,  but,  with  the  rest  of  his  lord's 
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tenants,  to  Whitchurch  ;  and  when  this  was  definitely 
fixed,  it  probably  drew  with  it  the  tithe  of  the  one  hide 
in  Pangbourne,  which  was  not  all  belonging  to  Milo,  but 
partly  to  the  King,  and  of  which  none  was  in  demesne. 

In  A.D.  1242  (Bishop  Grostete's  Rolls,  No.  7)  is  to  be 
found  a  grant  (or  '  dedicatio  ')  of  a  chantry  '  in  manerio 
de  Hyde  in  parochia  de  Whitchurch ' ;  and  it  is  further 
said  that  the  Bishop,  being  at  Dorchester  in  1244,  granted 
a  chapel  to  Roger  de  Hide  in  his  mansion  at  Whitchurch. 

It  seems  by  no  means  improbable  that  there  is  a  slight 
inaccuracy  here,  and  it  should  be  read  ^ for  his  mansion 
at  Whitchurch.' 

There  were  in  the  old  church  prior  to  1858  two  chapels 
on  the  north  side,  which  were  both  accredited  to  Hard- 
wick  ;  but  one  of  them  was  not  improbably  the  Hyde 
chantry  or  chapel. 
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IT  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose  that  a  man  of  such 
eminence  as  Milo  should  have  exercised  considerable 
influence  on  the  further  history  of  the  parish,  and  yet  the 
evidence  is  but  slight  that  such  was  the  case.  Slight  as 
it  is,  it  is,  nevertheless,  decisive.  Milo  was  the  third  son 
of  Gilbert,  Baron  of  Bee.  Possessed  by  the  favour  of  the 
Conqueror  of  no  fewer  than  eighty-eight  manors,  of  which 
thirty-three  were  in  Oxfordshire,  he  married  Maude,  the 
grand-daughter  of  Wigod,  the  Saxon  Thane,  who  had 
held  Wallingford  and  other  extensive  possessions  before 
the  Conquest.  Declaring  himself  in  favour  of  William, 
Wigod  was  permitted  to  retain  his  position  and  most  of 
his  property.  He  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  Robert 
d'Oilly,  a  favourite  of  the  Conqueror,  and  made  by  him 
a  powerful  baron.  A  daughter  named  Maude,  the  fruit 
of  this  union,  was  married  about  1084  to  Milo  Crispin, 
and  on  his  death  in  1107  became  possessed  of  Walling- 
ford and  its  appurtenant  manors  by  right  of  inheritance, 
and  is  known  as  Maude  of  W^allingford. 

Milo  shortly  before  his  death  bestowed  the  manor  of 
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Swyncombe,  and  all  the  free  tithes  of  his  different  manors, 
upon  the  abbey  of  Bee.  It  must  have  been  in  this  way 
that  the  tithes  of  Hardvvick  were  never  included  in  the 
endowment  of  the  rectory  of  Whitchurch  ;  and  this 
seems  to  prove  that  Hardwick,  though  afterwards  in- 
cluded in  the  parish,  was  always  a  separate  manor,  though 
not  noticed  as  such  in  Domesday  Survey. 

These  tithes  were  always  known  and  distinguished, 
even  after  the  suppression  of  the  alien  priories  and  their 
bestowal  on  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Windsor,  as  the 
Bee  tithes. 

In  1 1 13  Maude  was  given  in  marriage  to  the  celebrated 
knight,  Brian  Fitzcount,  who  took  such  a  distinguished 
part  in  the  Civil  War  between  Stephen  and  Matilda, 
holding  the  castle  of  Wallingford  in  right  of  his  wife. 
But  their  two  sons,  being  afflicted  with  leprosy,  were 
confined  in  the  priory  of  Bergavenny ;  and  Brian,  in 
grief,  took  a  religious  habit,  and  went  on  pilgrimage  to 
the  Holy  Land,  where  he  died.  Maude  herself  took  the 
veil  in  Normandy,  and  Henry  II.,  on  coming  to  the 
throne  a.d.  1154,  took  to  himself  the  honour  of  Walling- 
ford. 

This  term  signifies  an  assemblage  of  manors,  the  holders 
or  chief  tenants  of  which  paid  an  acknowledgment  or 
reserved  rent  to  the  holder  of  the  honour. 

The  honour  of  Wallingford  seems  to  have  been  held  by 
the  Crown  until  1231,  when  Henry  III.  gave  it  to  his 
brother  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall.  It  is  a  warrantable 
presumption  that  Whitchurch,  having  been  possessed  by 
Milo  150  years  before,  would  remain  one  of  the  manors 
which  were  held  under  the  honour  of  Wallingford ;  but 


After  the  Conquest.  29 

this  is  converted  into  a  certainty  by  a  single  entry  which 
occurs  in  the  '  Testa  de  Nevill ' : 

'  Of  the  feudaries  of  Earl  Richard  of  the  Honour 
OF  Wallingford. 

'  Honour  of  Wallingford  in  this  County  {Oxford). 

'  Margery  Rivers  2^  knights'  fees  in  Wytchurch,  Hey- 
ford  and  Clopham.' 

Henry  d'Oilly,  second  Baron  of  Hook-Norton,  dying 
in  1232,  left  two  sisters  co-heiresses,  of  whom  Margery, 
the  elder,  was  wife  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Warwick. 

Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  whose  ambition  led  him  to 
seek  election  to  the  throne  as  Emperor  of  Germany,  only 
succeeded  in  attaining  the  barren  honour  of  being  entitled 
King  of  the  Romans.  He  died  in  1271,  and  was  succeeded 
in  his  possessions  by  his  son  Edmond,  who  was  also  Earl 
of  Cornwall. 

When  he  died  in  1300,  his  possessions  fell  to  the  King, 
whom  by  will  he  made  heir  also  of  his  great  wealth  in 
money  and  jewels.  In  1308  the  King  (Edward  H.) 
bestowed  the  honour  of  Wallingford  on  his  unworthy 
favourite.  Piers  de  Gaveston,  who  was  beheaded  by  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  the  barons  of  his  party  January  ig, 
1313.  It  seems  probable  that  it  was  then  bestowed  on 
Hugh  le  Despenser.  Yet  it  is  certain  that  it  was  con- 
ferred on  the  Queen  Isabella  in  1317,  who  probably  held 
it  until  she  was  imprisoned  for  life  in  1330  ;  and  it  seems 
to  have  reverted  to  the  King,  Edward  III.  In  1336  that 
King  bestowed  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  upon  Nicholas 
de  la  Beche,  Constable  of  the  Tower,  who  had  been  his 
preceptor  in  arms ;  but  in  1346  he  died  childless,  and  the 
manor  reverted  to  the  Crown. 
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About  the  same  time  the  honour  of  WalHngford  was 
conferred  on  the  Black  Prince,  and  after  his  death  it  was 
held  by  his  widow,  Joan  of  Kent,  who  had  formerly  been 
wife  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Holland,  and  at  her  death  it 
descended  to  Thomas,  Earl  of  Holland,  her  son,  who  was 
a  favourite  of  Richard  11.  But  in  the  year  1400  this 
nobleman,  joining  with  others  in  a  conspiracy  against 
Henry  IV.,  which  was  prematurely  discovered,  fled  with 
John  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  to  Cirencester,  where 
he  was  beset  by  the  populace,  and,  after  defending  himself 
some  hours,  was  taken  and  immediately  beheaded. 

Later  on  we  find  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  to  have 
been  bestowed  by  Henry  V.  on  Thomas  Walysh.  He 
was  a  faithful  servant  of  John  of  Gaunt,  and  Henry  IV., 
v.,  and  VI.  This  is  attested  by  his  monumental  brass. 
In  the  list  of  combatants  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  we 
find  the  name  of  Thomas  Wellys,  who  carried  a  lance  in 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  troop.  This  may  have  been 
the  same  man ;  but  the  brass  only  assures  us  of  his 
holding  an  office  in  the  royal  household. 

In  1488  we  find  a  pension  of  £^0  a  year  conferred  on 
Stephen  Bereworth,  a  doctor  of  medicine,  for  his  skill 
and  care  in  attending  on  Prince  Arthur,  This  annuity 
was  granted  out  of  the  manors  of  Princes'  Rysborough, 
Bensynton,  Watlynton,  and  Whitechurch,  parcel  of  the 
honour  of  Wallingford  and  St.  Walerye,  which  honour 
was  finally  broken  up  by  Henry  VIII. 

This  epitome  is  derived  chiefly  from  Kennett's  '  Parochial 
Antiquities,'  supplemented  by  the  careful  and  laborious 
'  History  of  Wallingford  '  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  Kirby 
Hedges. 
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LATER    HISTORY    OF    THE    PARISH. 

IN  the  list  of  the  contributors  to  the  poor's  rate  of  the 
parish  in  1569  appears  the  name  of  Mr.  Gaape,  or 
Gape,  who  by  his  place  on  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  his 
contribution,  seems  to  have  held  the  position  of  lord  of 
the  manor ;  in  1581  his  name  is  no  longer  to  be  found. 
The  actual  succession  after  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Walysh 
has  not  been  ascertained  until  we  come  to  the  beginning 
of  the  seventeenth  century. 

By  an  abstract  from  the  Close  Rolls  (claus.  3,  James  I., 
part  xvii.),  it  appears  that  Sir  George  Howme,  Knight, 
Lord  Howme  of  Barwick  (which  name  is  afterwards  spelt 
Holme),  who  had  possessed  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  by 
patent,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  February  8,  1604 
(i  James  I.),  sold  for  ^1,000  the  manor  and  all  its  rights, 
which  were  granted  to  him  to  hold  by  fealty  only  in  free 
and  common  socage,  and  not  in  chief  nor  by  knight's 
tenure,  under  a  yearly  rent  to  the  Crown  of  £2(^  i6s.  id., 
to  John  Whistler,  of  Goring,  on  June  18,  1605. 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  a  family  which  held  the  manor 
for   a   considerable   period — viz.,    over    170   years.      The 
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above-named  John  Whistler  was  grandson  to  Ralph 
Whistler,  who  became  possessed  of  the  entirety  of  the 
manor  of  Fullescote  (or  Fowl's  Court),  Berks,  by  purchase 
from  Lord  Norreys  of  Rycott,  in  1591,  of  one  moiety 
thereof  for  /920,  This  manor  of  Fullescote  is  now  in- 
corporated in  the  parish  of  South  Moreton,  Berks.  This 
Ralph  also  held  the  manor  of  Gatehampton,  in  the  parish 
of  Goring,  Oxon,  which  adjoins  Whitchurch.  This  latter 
property  came  to  Edward,  his  son,  who,  dying  intestate 
in  1577,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John,  who  was  only 
fourteen  years  old  at  his  father's  death.  As  stated  above, 
he  purchased  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  in  1605,  and  died 
in  1626.  By  his  will  he  charged  this  estate  with  the 
annual  payment  of  fifty-two  shillings  to  provide  bread  for 
the  poor.  The  family  seem  to  have  been  holders  of  small 
landed  properties  in'  Berkshire  for  a  long  period.  The 
name  is  first  met  with  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  Johan 
de  Wistler  had  property  in  West  Hanney  1272-1307,  and 
again  the  name  of  Richard  Whystelere  is  found  at  West 
Hanney  and  West  Lockinge  in  1375. 

The  Ralph  Whistler  above  mentioned  appears  to  have 
had  other  sons  besides  Edward,  who  succeeded  him  in 
the  manor  of  Gatehampton.  Another,  Hugh,  possessed 
land  in  Little  Milton  and  Hazely,  in  Oxon,  and  Hugh's 
son  Henry,  the  second  of  four,  a  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  was  Rector  of  Whitchurch  for  fift3^-six  years. 

John  Whistler,  who  purchased  Whitchurch,  had  four 
sons,  amongst  whom  he  divided  his  property  as  follows 
(see  his  will,  fol.  4,  Skinner)  :  '  Manor  of  Gatehampton  to 
eldest  son,  Edward  Whistler,  and  the  advowson  of  Whit- 
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church.  To  Wilham,  third  son,  and  heirs,  the  mills  and 
fishing  of  the  River  Thames,  and  also  Great  and  Little 
Binditch  and  Hammersley,  being  between  40  and  50  acres. 

Thomas  Whistler,  my  third  son To  Ralph,  second 

son,  all  the  manor  of  Whitchurch,  except  what  is  above 
bequeathed,  with  the  farm  and  the  park  there,  and  also 
the  Thrupp  containing  the  copyholds  within  the  town, 
and  100  of  the  best  trees  in  Binditch  and  Hammersley 
towards  the  building  in  Whitchurch.  To  Edward  Whistler, 
my  brother,   the    cottage   called   the    Church    House    in 

Whitchurch.'  1333890 

This  cottage  was  possibly  the  old  manor-house,  in  lieu 
of  which  the  house  now  called  ^^^alliscote  was  erected 
about  thirty  3'ears  later. 

It  does  not  also  appear  what  is  meant  by  the  clause, 
'  To  Thomas  Whistler,  my  third  son,'  except  it  be  that 
his  father  had  cast  him  off,  and  placed  William  in  the 
position  of  the  third  son. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Whistlers  chiefly  resided  in 
Goring,  and,  dying  out  in  the  male  line  of  this  branch  of 
the  family,  they  were  succeeded  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century  by  Mr.  S.  Gardiner,  a  retired  West  India  merchant, 
!  in  whose  family  it  remained  till  it  was  sold  a  short  time 
since  to  Mr.  John  Foster,  of  the  well-known  firm  of  that 
name,  of  Queensbury,  near  Bradford. 
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HARDWICK. 

IT  is  open  to  doubt  whether  the  Saxon  boundaries  of 
Whitchurch  included  the  manor  of  Hardwick.  It 
would  seem  not.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Domes- 
day Survey  as  a  separate  manor ;  yet  it  would  appear  to 
have  been  so ;  and  one  proof  is  that  the  tithes  of  Hard- 
wick did  not  belong  to  the  church  of  Whitchurch,  but 
were  free  for  Milo  Crispin  to  bestow  them  on  the  abbey 
of  Bee. 

The  name  is  probably  derived  from  the  spring  which  is 
noted  in  the  old  Saxon  boundaries  of  Whitchurch.  Hard- 
wick means  'hard  spring,'  'wick'  or  'wyke'  being  in  these 
parts  used  for  '  wich '  or  '  wych,'  the  ancient  Celtic  term 
to  designate  a  spring. 

The  owners  were  originally  called  from  the  manor  the 
De  Hardwickes.  When  they  died  out,  the  estate  came 
to  one  William  Crochefield,  who  sold  it  to  his  cousin, 
Richard  Lybbe.  He  is  described  on  his  monument  as 
one  of  the  household  of  Queen  Mary — her  '  sewer.'  That 
was  the  designation  of  the  officer  who  saw  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  royal  table ;  he  was  called  in  earlier  times 
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by  the  Latin  term  '  dapifer.'  It  has  remained  ever  since 
by  female  descent  in  his  family.  In  1730  Isabella,  the 
only  child  of  Richard  Lybbe,  and  Isabella  his  wife,  who 
was  daughter  of  Sir  Francis' and  Dame  Frances  Troysden, 
of  East  Peckham,  Kent,  married  Philip,  the  second  son  of 
Sir  Thomas  Powys,  of  Henley  in  Shropshire,  and  Linford  . 
(or  Lilford)  in  Northamptonshire,  whose  descendant, 
Philip  Lybbe  Powys  Lybbe  is  the  present  possessor. 

Some  interesting  notes  have  been  preserved  by  the 
descendants  of  the  Lybbe  family  of  the  troubles  and 
exactions  which  fell  upon  their  ancestors  during  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War,  which  are  introduced  here  by  their  kind 
permission.  They  form  an  excellent  illustration  of  what 
no  doubt  many  families  underwent  during  that  unhappy 
period. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Whistlers  were  mostly  Puritans, 
but  the  Lybbes  were  entirely  and  strongly  partisans  of  the 
Royal  cause.  The  consequence  was  that,  after  willingly 
contributing  to  the  support  of  the  King,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  furnish  subsidies  to  the  Parliamentary  troops, 
by  whom  the  house  was  visited  and  pillaged.  The  follow- 
ing are  some  extracts  from  the  memoranda  preserved. 

Richard  Lybbe  succeeded  his  father  in  1599.  He  was 
Sheriff  of  Oxfordshire  in  1640,  and  in  1643  he  gives  the 
following  reasons  why  he  could  not  comply  with  a 
requisition  to  furnish  the  King  with  more  money : 

1.  His  serving  the  office  of  Sheriff  had  left  him  in  debt 
to  the  amount  of  ;i^300. 

2.  He  had  voluntarily  promised  ^^40,  of  which  he  paid 
£30  to  the  King  at  Reading,  and  ;^io  afterwards. 
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3.  He  was  driven  from  home  by  fear  of  the  rebels,  who 
in  his  absence  plundered  him  of  ;£"8oo  in  money  and  plate.* 
All  he  could  save  were  his  horses,  of  which  he  had  sent 
three  into  the  King's  service  worth  £^0. 

4.  His  revenue  was  ;^6oo  per  annum,  of  which  he  had 
settled  ;^20o  on  his  son  Antony  on  his  marriage  in  1639, 
£60  on  his  other  children,  £40  in  annuities,  and  ^Tioo 
expired  by  lease,  leaving  only  ;£'200  for  himself,  which,  as 
he  was  situated  between  Reading  and  Wallingford,  was 
largely  entrenched  upon  by  contributions  to  the  garrisons. 

Having  contributed  hitherto,  he  therefore  hopes  his 
present  weak  state  will  receive  consideration. 

In  another  paper,  dated  March  8,  1646,  he  says:  'Since 
which  time,  by  reson  of  this  unnatural  war,  my  House 


*  The  parcels  of  plate  that  was  taken  awaie — 

On  great  bason  and  ewer  worth     ... 

29 

0 

0 

on  deep  bason  at 

9 

0 

0 

a  payer  of  great  flaggons  ... 

28 

0 

0 

two  double-gilt  salt  with  covers  at ... 

24 

0 

0 

on  chafing  dish  at 

8 

0 

0 

on  cream-bole  at 

6 

0 

0 

Three  thick  boles  parcel-gilt  with  a  couver  .. 

26 

0 

0 

on  great  gilt  bole  at 

7 

10 

0 

a  little  gilt  bole  with  a  couer  at 

3 

10 

0 

on  gilt  frut-dish  at 

4 

0 

0 

on  little  sugar-dish  at 

--> 

10 

0 

on  gilt-bole  with  mother  of  pearle  ... 

3 

0 

0 

on  silver  tankerd  at 

7 

0 

0 

on  little  gilt-salt  at 

0 

12 

0 

Two   dozen    of  silver   spoons   and   four   gil 

t 

spoons  and  2  silver  forks 

24 

0 

0 

and  ye  Somme  Totale  is 

ft.       s.      d. 

191      141     0 
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and  Studye  being  plundered  by  Soldyers,  among  my  many 
and  great  losses,  I  lost  my  accounts  and  many  writings 
of  great  consernment.' 

There  is  a  list  and  valuation  of  the  plate  taken  away, 
and  amongst  other  things  the  stirrup  which  Queen  Mary 
used  when  she  rode  out  and  was  attended  by  the  first 
Richard  Lybbe,  who  was  of  her  household.  Besides  the 
plate  and  money,  there  was  carried  off  a  bed  worked  by 
Mrs.  Lybbe  with  velvet  hangings.  There  was  a  tradition 
of  money  having  been  buried  for  concealment,  which  was 
often  in  later  years  dug  for  by  the  younger  members  of 
the  family,  to  their  continued  disappointment. 

This  second  Richard  Lybbe  died  in  1658.  He  married 
Ann  Blagrave,  who  died  in  1651,  after  being  married  for 
fifty  years.  This  connection  with  the  Blagrave  family 
proved  afterwards  particularly  fortunate.  The  son,  Antony 
Lybbe,  was  attacked  by  the  Parliament  for  his  action  and 
personal  support  of  the  King's  cause,  and  a  sequestration 
was  issued  against  him.  But  there  appears  this  docu- 
ment : 


'  The  Committee  of  the  Countie  of  Berks  sitting 
AT  Reading  Abbey  14^*'  April,  1646. 

'  Whereas  the  Estate  of  Antony  Lybb,  gent.,  in  the 
said  Countie,  is  sequestrated  by  this  Committee  upon  an 
information  that  he  was  suspected  to  be  in  Armes  against 
the  Parliament :  Now  for  as  much  as  no  due  proof  hath 
been  made  before  us  since  his  sequestration  :  It  is  thought' 
lit  and  [ordered]  by  this  Committee  that  the  said  seques- 
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tration  be  taken  off  and  discharged  :  And  that  the  Tenants 

of  his  lande  sequestrated  doe  pay  their  rente  unto  him  as 

formerly. 

*  Francis  Pile. 

'  —  Laufold. 

'  —  Vachell. 

'  Daniel  Blagrave. 

'  John  Blagrave.' 

No  doubt  he  had  some  local  enemy,  or  there  was  some 
Parliamentarian  seeking  the  estate  for  himself,  for  later, 
in  16^ g,  the  information  was  renewed  : 

'  That  in  the  month  of  November,  1649,*  he  was  in 
actual  armes  for  the  late  King's  partie  against  the  Parlia- 
ment. That  he,  the  said  Mr.  Libb,  did  constantly  frequent 
the  late  King's  garrison  of  Reading,  from  thence  to  Oxford, 
from  thence  to  Wallingford,  and  did  ride  in  Arms  with  the 
late  King's  forces,  answering  to  the  name  of  Capt.  Libb.' 

January  31,  1650,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Blagrave,  it 
is  ordered  *  that  the  said  A.  L.  may  have  liberty  to  bring 
fresh  witnesses  to  rebut  the  charge  ';  and  finally : 

*  Haberdashers'  Hall,  London,  7  April,  1652. 

'  In  the  case  of  Antony  Libb  concerning  a  charge  of 
delinquency,  on  the  motion  of  M^"  Lobbock  he  is  com- 
prised within  the  late  Act  of  Parl^  for  generall  freedom  .  .  . 
it  appearing  that  no  sentence  of  sequestration  had  been 
given  ...  he  was  ordered  to  be  absolutely  discharged 
touching  the  said  Information,  and  the  seizure  upon  his 

*  This  date  must  be  an  error  in  copying. 
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Estate   (if  any  be)  is    hereby   absolutely  taken    off  and 
Discharged,  and  all  bonds  touching  the  same  made  void. 

'  And  hereof  ye  [Committee]  for  sequestrations  in  the 
Co.  of  Oxon  take  notice :  Provided  the  said  A.  L.  did  not 
stand  actually  sequestrated  i^t  DeC  1642/  and  also  that 
this  order  shall  not  discharge  the  said  A.  L.  from  any 
offence  of  Treason  or  Delinquency  against  the  Pari'  and 
the  liberties  of  England  since  30  Jan.  1648,  and  that  he 
take  the  Engagement  as  in  the  said  bil  is  provided.' 

The  following  are  receipts  for  contributions  exacted  by 

the  Parliament : 

'  This  25  Dec'"  1644. 

'  Received    from    Richard    Libb,   Esq.,   for   a   month's 

contribution  for  Goaring  due  this  day  ml.   los.,  and  for 

3  months'  contribution  for  Whitchurch  due  27^^  November 

last  in  vi  bush,  of  wheate,  and  in  money  eleven  pounds 

eighteen  shillings. 

*  W-'^  Harbert.' 

'  This  41I1  March,  1645. 
'  Received  of  Richard  Libb,  Esq.,  for  2  months'  con- 
tribution for  Whitchurch  due  this  day  3/.  i6s.,  and  for  a 
month  for  Goaring  due  21st  January  last  i/.  5s.  in  5/.  los. 

'  W^'  Harbert.' 

*  This  vjih  of  November,  1645. 
'  Received  of  Richard  Libb,  Esq.,  in  pte  of  his  con- 
tribution for  Whitchurch  2/.  15s.  2d. 

'  W^  Harbert.' 


*  This  date  must  be  an  error. 


Ha7'dwick.  45 


'  This  ist  of  April,  1646. 
'  Received  of  M''  Libb  for  A  month's  contribution  for 
Whitchurch  due  this  day  i/.  i8s. 

'  And  for  Goaring  A  month's  due  18^^  of  ffebruary  last 
\l.  5s.,  in  all  3/.  2,^. 

'  W  Harbert.' 

And  this  which  follows  is  a  receipt  on  the  King's  part : 

'  i6th  April,  1646. 

'  Rec^^  then  of  Richard  Lybb,  Esq.,  for  3/.  of  Com- 
posicon  Wheate  due  to  his  Ma'y  in  October,  1664,  out  of 
the  parishe  of  Whitchurch.  I  say  was  Rec"^  mon.  for  3/. 
due  as  above  said  in  October,  1645,  the  some  of  C  78. 

'John  Gregory.' 

This  last  document  is  difficult  to  understand. 

The  Antony  Lybbe  above  mentioned  died  in  1675.  He 
repaired  the  river  front  of  the  house,  which  had  suffered 
a  good  deal  from  the  occupation  by  the  Parliamentarian 
troops.  He  was  succeeded  by  another  Richard  Lybbe, 
and  the  following  document  may  fitly  close  this  account. 
It  is  the  receipt  of  money  for  the  discharge  of  a  bond 
given  by  Antony  to  raise  the  £500  needed  for  the  repairs: 

'  24^h  March,  1676. 

'  Hav  rece^  of  Richard  Lybbe  of  Hardwicke,  in  ye 
County  of  Oxon,  Esq.,  by  the  hands  of  M''  George  Davy, 
the  somme  of  five  hundred  pounds,  being  the  money  due 
upon   bond   from   Antony   Lybbe,  Esq.,   deced ,   the  late 
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ffather  of  the  said  Richard  Lybbe,  due  to  John  Bond, 
Esq.,  my  Father-in-law,  I  say,  receiv^'  by  the  Order  and 
for  the  use  of  Father-in-law  eresaid. 

'  500/.  OS.  ood.  by  me  W^  Whynsent.' 

Endorsed  :  '  Copy  of  the  received  for  the  Bond 

'  of  Richard  Lybbe,  Esq., 
'  for  500/.,  March,  — 76. 

'  W*'  PiNSIENT. 

'  Witness 

'  E.  J.  HULTON, 

'  Edw'^  Ruggey.' 

This  money  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  to  repair 
the  south  front  of  the  house,  which  had  been  greatly 
damaged  on  the  plundering  visit  of  the  Parliamentarian 
forces. 

It  is  an  interesting  old  mansion,  of  what  date  it  is 
difficult  to  decide.  It  contains  one  room  of  particular 
interest,  about  which  there  is  a  tradition  that  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  one  of  her  progresses,  slept  there.  It  is  a 
well-proportioned  room,  27  feet  by  18,  with  a  bow-window, 
which  adds  4  feet  to  the  length.  The  ceiling  is  very 
elaborate  panel  work  of  a  beautiful  pattern.  In  the  main 
panels  are  heads  in  bas-relief  The  four  central,  including 
one  in  the  bow,  bear  the  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  full- 
face.  In  the  other  four,  two  on  each  side  of  the  room, 
are  the  heads  of  Joshua,  Julius  Caesar,  Jeroboam — a 
singular  selection — and  one  designated  as  Fama.  It  is, 
however,  a  masculine  face  with  a  full  beard. 

If  it  be  the  same  room  and  the  same  house  which  the 
Queen  honoured  with  her  presence,  this  ornamentation 
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may  have  been  added  afterwards.  Otherwise,  if  its 
erection  preceded  the  ro3'al  visit,  it  must  have  been  con- 
structed in  dehberate  anticipation  of  such  an  event,  which 
may  have  been  brought  about  by  special  soHcitation. 
The  main  portion  of  the  house  may  be  either  Ehzabethan 
or  Jacobean.  It  is  irregular,  and  has  been  augmented 
from  time  to  time.  It  is  reported,  and  probably  with 
truth,  that  the  cellars  and  the  core  of  the  house  are  much 
older.  Some  portions  below  the  plinth  are  of  flint,  and 
might  be  of  any  age ;  the  moulded  bricks  of  the  plinth 
exhibit  a  section  of  the  quarter  of  an  ellipse  in  the  portion 
exposed,  and  there  are  a  few  of  these  which  are  plainly 
not  in  their  original  position,  and  appear  much  older  than 
the  rest,  and  are  certainly  composed  of  a  different  clay. 
But  there  is  no  portion  apparent  to  view  of  an  older  date, 
such  as  in  the  neighbouring  mansion  of  Mapledurham, 
where  a  regular  and  stately  Elizabethan  house  has  been 
added  to  a  small,  irregular  piece  of  building  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

There  was  at  one  time  a  public-house  at  Collyn's  End, 
a  part  of  this  manor.  Here,  on  July  ig,  1648,  at  the  time 
when  Charles  I.  was  detained  a  prisoner  at  Caversham 
House,  he  came  to  bowl  on  the  green  above  the  house, 
attended  by  a  troop  of  Colonel  Rossiter's  horse.  This 
little  event  was  celebrated  by  the  following  lines,  which 
were  afterwards  affixed  to  the  house  : 

'  Stop,  traveller — stop  :  within  this  peaceful  shade 
His  favourite  game  the  Royal  Martyr  play'd  ; 
Deprived  of  honours,  fortune,  friends  and  rank, 
Drank  from  the  bowl,  and  bowl'd  for  what  he  drank  ; 
Sought  in  a  cheerful  glass  his  cares  to  drown, 
And  chang'd  a  guinea,  ere  he  lost  a  crown.' 
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The  last-named  Richard  Lybbe  married  (i)  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sir  W.  Hill,  of  Teddington,  who  died  the 
next  year,  October  31,  1711 ;  (2)  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir 
W.  Twysden,  of  East  Peckham,  Kent.  They  had  but  one 
daughter,  Isabella,  who  married  Philip,  second  son  of  Sir 
Thomas  Powys,  December  19,  1730.  This  Sir  Thomas 
Powys  had  been  Attorney-General  in  Cromwell's  time, 
and  was  afterwards  raised  to  the  Bench.  He  had  property 
at  Henley  in  Shropshire,  and  at  Linford,  or  Lilford,  in 
Northamptonshire.  The  representative  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  family  was  raised  to  the  peerage,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Lilford. 
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VIII. 

WALLISCOTE. 

THERE  is  another  residence  in  the  parish  which  has 
claim  to  some  antiquity.  It  is  called  Walliscote, 
and  occupies  the  same  contiguity  to  the  parish  church  as 
is  frequently  the  case  with  manor-houses.  The  house 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Manor-House,  and  where 
the  manorial  courts  were  held  until  about  1810,  is  now  a 
farm-house.  It  has  the  arms  of  the  Whistlers  carved  on 
the  mantelpiece  of  the  principal  room  ;  but  it  is  of  no 
great  antiquity,  and  may  very  well  be  no  older  than  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  this  is  known  to 
be  also  about  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  residence 
called  Walliscote.  It  stands  within  the  moat,  which  has 
been  already  spoken  of  as  enclosing  the  lower  end  of  the 
village,  together  with  some  meadows,  passing  out  of  the 
river  above  the  mill,  and  re-entering  it  about  the  same 
distance  below  the  mill. 

The  name  of  the  knight  on  whom  Henry  V.  bestowed 
the  manor  was  Walysh  ;  but  though  this  name  might  no 
doubt  have  been  softened  or  degraded  into  Wallis,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  name  Walliscote  was  derived  from 
him.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  the  man  who  built  the 
present  house  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century 
may  have  claimed  his  descent  from  the  man  of  Henry  V.'s 
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reign.  The  house  and  land  attached  to  it,  judging  from 
the  hst  of  contributors  to  the  poor  rate,  appear  to  have 
formed  a  separate  holding  from  the  manor  all  through 
Elizabeth's  reign,  and  in  1563  we  have  the  name  of 
Francis  Bode  as  occupier,  whether  as  owner  or  tenant 
has  not  been  ascertained,  but  probably  the  latter.  The 
man  named  Wallis  who  built  the  present  house  was  the 
Savilian  Professor  of  Geometry  in  the  University  of  Oxford, 
having  been  intruded  by  Cromwell  in  place  of  a  Royalist 
and  Churchman. 

He  was  a  Cambridge  man,  and  on  the  tablet  erected  to 
his  memory  in  St.  Mary's  Church  at  Oxford,  he  is  recorded 
as  possessor  of  the  manor  of  Soundes,  which  is  in  the 
parish  of  Nettlebed.  The  Whistler  who  then  possessed 
the  manor  of  Whitchurch  had  property  and  resided  in 
the  neighbouring  parish  of  Goring.  The  Whistler  famil}', 
which  was  numerous,  were  partly  Puritans,  partly  Church- 
men. The  cousin  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  Henry 
Whistler,  who  was  Rector  all  through  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth,  was,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  a  stanch 
Puritan.  Either  from  friendship  or  to  purchase  immunity, 
from  fear  or  favour,  the  Puritan  Professor  from  Oxford 
was  allowed  to  come  down  from  his  seat  on  the  hills, 
and  purchase  the  offset  of  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  by 
the  Thames  side.  The  baptism  of  Taverner  Wallis  on 
October  2,  1715,  is  recorded  in  the  register.  By  other 
parochial  documents  he  was  evidently  a  resident,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  his  burial  here.  During  the  last 
100  years  it  has  passed  through  several  hands,  until  it 
became  the  property  of  the  late  Admiral  Fowler,  by 
whose  grand-daughter  it  is  at  present  possessed. 
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IX. 

THE    POOR    LAW. — PART    I. 

my  entering'  upon  the  charge 
of  this  parish,  I  found  in  my 
chest  a  register  which  had 
been  used  at  one  period 
for  separately  registering  the 
burials  in  woollen.  As  it  seemed  to 
contain  only  this  matter  and  the  Act  of 
Parliament  relating  to  them,  it  was  laid 
aside,  but  within  the  same  covers  were 
shut  up  some  old  agreements  for  letting  part  of  the  rectory 
land,  and  on  later  investigation  there  appeared  a  document 
of  a  very  peculiar  and  interesting  character.  It  was  a  small 
quarto  book  of  paper  leaves  put  into  a  parchment  cover, 
which  was  formed  out  of  a  beautiful  mutilated  MS.  of  an  old 
missal.  The  initial  at  the  head  of  this  chapter  is  copied 
from  one  of  the  initials  of  the  MS.  The  contents  of  the 
book  are  chiefly  the  accounts  of  the  collections  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  beginning  1569.  The  Acts  of  Elizabeth  of  1593 
and  160T  are  usually  looked  upon  as  the  beginning  of 
poor-law  legislation,  but  these  are  only  the  conclusion  of 
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a  long  series  of  Acts  for  that  purpose,  the  last  of  which 
established  the  general  principle  of  the  treatment  of  the 
poor  for  more  than  two  centuries. 

It  is  generally  asserted  that  the  suppression  of  the 
monasteries  created  the  necessity  with  which  Elizabeth's 
Acts  endeavoured  to  cope.  For  instance,  Cobbett,  in  his 
scurrilous  book  about  the  Reformation,  says :  '  I  pray 
you  to  observe  .  .  .  that  if  it  {i.e.,  the  property  of  the 
monasteries]  had  never  been  an  object  of  plunder,  England 
never  would,  and  never  could,  have  heard  the  hideous 
sound  of  the  words  "pauper"  and  "poor-rate."  ' 

Perhaps  it  would  be  nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  but 
for  the  existence  of  monasteries  those  words  might  not 
have  been  heard  in  England.  But,  indeed,  it  is  rather 
to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  good  people  who  are  rightly 
moved  at  the  sight  of  distress,  and  think  that  all  that  is 
needed  to  remove  it  is  a  more  liberal  bestowal  of  alms. 
Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  how  the  suppression  of  monasteries 
could  have  affected  any  places  that  were  not  in  their 
immediate  neighbourhood.  It  is  hard  to  suppose  that 
the  destruction  of  the  great  abbeys  of  Reading  or  Abing- 
don, or  the  college  of  St.  Nicholas  at  Wallingford,  or,  to 
come  closer,  of  the  little  nunnery  at  Goring,  could  in  any 
way  have  affected  the  condition  of  the  poor  folk  in  Whit- 
church. 

The  monasteries  were  not  finally  suppressed  until  1539 
(31  Henry  VIII.,  c.  13).  Four  years  before  the  smaller 
properties  had  been  taken,  but  it  was  in  1530  that  the 
legislation  first  began  (22  Henry  VIII.,  c.  12)  by  an  '  Act 
directing  how  aged  poor  and  impotent  persons  compelled 
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to  live  by  alms  shall  be  ordered,  and  how  vagabonds  and 
beggars  shall  be  punished.' 

This  was  followed  by  an  Act  (3  and  4  Edward  VI.,  c.  16) 
'  touching  the  punishment  of  vagabonds  and  other  idle 
persons,'  and  by  2  and  3  Philip  and  Mary,  c.  5,  com- 
manding 22  Henry  VIII.  and  3  and  4  Edward  VI.  to  be 
put  in  execution. 

The  next  statute  is  5  Elizabeth,  c.  3  (1562),  a  review  of 
the  statutes  of  Henry  and  Edward,  and  ordains  that  the 
poor  and  impotent  persons  of  every  parish  shall  be  relieved 
of  that  which  every  person  will  of  their  charity  give  weekly. 
The  same  relief  to  be  gathered  by  collectors  assigned,  and 
weekly  distributed  (in  this  respect  there  is  a  change  intro- 
duced, as  the  pensions  were  before  given  quarterly)  ;  and 
none  of  them  shall  openly  go  and  sit  begging,  and  if  any 
parishioner  shall  refuse  to  pay  reasonably  toward  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  or  discourage  others,  the  justices  of  the 
peace  may  tax  him  in  a  reasonable  weekly  sum,  which  if 
he  refuse  to  pay  they  may  commit  him  to  prison.  And 
if  any  parish  have  in  it  more  poor  than  they  are  able  to 
relieve,  the  justices  may  license  so  many  as  they  think 
good  to  beg  in  one  or  more  hundreds  of  the  county ;  but, 
if  they  beg  in  any  places  other  than  they  are  licensed,  to 
be  punished  as  vagabonds. 

It  is  in  the  pursuance  of  this  last  statute  that  the 
proceedings  were  instituted  which  are  recorded  in  the 
pages  that  follow : 
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This  3s  the  Rejester  fo  .  .  .  of  the  Parishe  of  Whyt- 
chourch  in  y^^  tyme  of  Sir  Hugoni  Webbe  cur  ...  &  John 
Whytacker  &  Rafe  Whyt  Coollectors  for  ye  poore  the 
xx''^  daye  of  Aprell  1569. 


'George  Holmes  .  .  .  uxor 

*Martin  et  uxor 

sua 

Jo  London 

*  .   .   .   .  Wilshere  c\:  uxor 

Monye  et  uxor 

*  .  .   .   .  flower  eS:  uxor 

*Higgs  .  .  .  lilius 

K nappe      uxor 

Stroude 

Dionys 

■^Picton  et  f.  viduus 

Christofer  Parker 

Hide  &  uxor 

West  &  uxor 

Smith  et  uxor 

Holt 

Whyte 

C.  fruen  &  mater 

*App  et  filius 

Goodrige  et  uxor 

Kirsell  uxor  et  f. 

Bryan  et  uxor 

vus  Lee  et  f.  va. 

Cox  et  uxor 

*  North  et  uxor 

Holmes  et  uxor 

John  Alder 

Parker  et  uxor 

*John  Sparr' 

Jone  Chambers 

Roger  Golde  &  uxor 

Hammon      uxor      et 

*Whitac'  et  uxor 

filius 

■'Black  et  uxor 

Horwood 

Sparrock  &  uxor 

*A.  Novys 

*ffi  Hig  et  uxor 

*Benwell  &  uxor 

North  &  uxor 

*Alyce  Bucke 

Mary  Yong 

.    ,    .   Swaynton 

?*T.  Burge 

Those  marked  *  appear  in  next  page  as  contributors. 
But  in  the  next  page  contributors  marked  o  do  not 
appear  in  this  list. 
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[These  b]  e  the  inabytors  the  wh:  doth  [p^-y]  quarterly 
to  the  poore 


o  [M]'"  Norwood  parson 
o  M^  Gaape 

o  It.  Mr.  Lybb         ...  xij^. 

?o  It.  Henri  Knape  yoman    x\]d. 

It.  Thomas  Hyggs 
o  It.  John  Bood  yoman  \]d. 

It.  George  Homs... 
It.  Rycharde  Wyllshere 
It.  John  Sprohawke  iijJ. 

Thomas  Appebe 
Rafe  North      ... 
It.  Rycharde  Kersell 

Hary  North     ...  u]d. 

?o  It.  Peter  Birge     ...  i]d. 

John  Blakeoll ... 

Jane  Novis 

Catherin  Whitae 

Henry  Higgs  ... 

It.  Wyllyam  Boswell 

o  It.  Annis  Cawcat  Widowe 

?o        Jone  Brooke  Wedow 

It.  Thomas  Floware 
o        Avery  Marten... 
It.  Wi- Pyckton     ... 

1569  Siiii  5s,  \\]d 


s.    d. 
8 

I  o 
6 
8 

3 

2 

4 

I 

2 


2 

I 
I 
I 
I 
2 
I 

3 

I  ij^, 

I 
I 


s.    d. 
5    3 
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The  accopt  of  the  collection  of  John  Whytakare  & 
Rafe  Whyt  collectors  for  the  yere  last  before  the  date 
of  the  natifytee  of  St.  John  the  baptist  accordyng  to  ye 
statut  in  that  behalf  provided.  The  surplusage  vs.  ij^. 
delyvered  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Bryce  and  John 
FuUbrooke  Coolectors  from  ye  xxvj.  day  of  June  in  an" 
dno  1569.* 

Itm  gyven  y*^  day  of  y^  accompt  to  John  Sparoawke. 
for  the  chylde  y'  breake  y^  leage  of  yet    . . .      xx(i, 
to  Edwarde  Stroude   ...  ...  ...      xijrf. 

to  Cox  ...  ...  ...  ...     iiij^. 

Elyzabeth  bent  wedowe  ...  ...      iij^. 

An"  domi  1569. t 

Item  the  accompt  of  the  collection  for  the  poore  from 
the  feast  of  Sf^  Michilmas  last  past  unto  the  i  day  of 
november  by  Thomas  brice  &  John  fullbrooke  Collectors. 

It.  geven  to  Edward  Stroud      ...  ...      \\-\d. 

It.  to  John  Hamon     ...  ...  ...      vij^. 

It.  to  the  widow  bent...  ...  ...       \]d. 

It.  geven  to  a  lame  girl  for  surgery  ...     xx^. 

This  Accompt  was  made  the  xjt'^  day  of  January  1569. 


*  The  details  of  expenditure  are  not  given.     The  year's 

account 

balanced  would  stand  as  follows  : 

Receipts. 

£   s.  d. 

Expended. 

£  s.  d. 

4  quarters  at  5^-.  3(/.    ...     i     i     0 

Given  away 

0  15  10 

Remains          

0    5    2 

/'      I     o  I  £1     ^ 


t  Here  begins  a  different  hand  in  very  pale  ink,  the  same  hand  tha 
made  the  corrections  in  the  foregoing  list. 


land  thatl 
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*The  Accompt  was  made  the  seconde  day  of  Aprill  in 
ao  dni.  i567-f-  by  Thomas  Bryce  &  John  Fullbrooke 
Collectors  in  the  pshe  of  Whitchurch  for  the  poore  who 
had  at  the  last  accomp.  made  xjJ.  and  they  have  gathered 
this  last  quarter  iiijs.  vd.  laid  out  as  followes. 

|It.  pd  to  John  Sparock  for  a  child 

xx^. 

Imprimis  to  Edward  Stroude  ...  vij^. 

to  Hammon      ...  ...  vij(f.  \\d. 

to  Eliz.  Bint      ...  ...  \]d.  v]d. 

to  Cox                ...  ...  vjV.  \\\\d. 

to  W"^  Clark    ...  ...  vj. 

It  gyven  to  Bryce  xij^.  remaynete  \\\]d. 

M«i  that  the  xxv^ii  of  June  in  Ao  Dni  1570  John  Sparrock 
&  Thomas  Holt  were  chosen  collectors  for  the  poor  ac- 
cording to  the  Statute. 

It.  the  xxi*  of  July  in  the  daye§  aforwryten  Thomas 
Bryce  &  John  Fullbrooke  made  the  accomp  who  gathered 
in  the  last  quart'^'  iiijs.  x^.  remayned  in  the  hands  of  the 
new  collectors  iiijs.  \\\\d. 


*  Here  a  fresh  hand. 

f  Possibly  should  stand  iSttj. 

%  These  lines  and  the  second  column  are  corrections  in  pale  ink  ; 
evidently  the  account  had  got  confused,  and'iwas  left  in  the  hands, 
probably,  of  the  clerk  to  correct  and  set^right,  21st  July. 

§  Mistake  for  '  year.' 
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Accompt  from  Mids^-  1569  to  Mids^"  1570.* 
d. 


24  June  Balance    o 


5     2 


Gathered  in  three 
quarters  only  ...o 


7     9 


Gathered 
quarter 


last 


.0     4  10 


*  As  it  would  stand 


gathered  up  in  modern    Cq    j  y       q 


25  June  given  as  follows. 
To     John     Spa- 
roauke      for      ye 
chylde  yt.  breakes.  d. 


fashion 


ye  leag  of  yet 

...I  8 

To  E.  Stroude 

...I  0 

To  Cox     ... 

...     4 

To  Elizabeth  Bent 

widow     ... 

•••     3 

s.d. 
■  3  3 

I  Nov.  given 

To         E  d  w  a 

rd 

Stroude  ... 

...0  3 

John  Hamon 

...0  7 

the  Widow  bent...o  6 

Thomas  Cox 

...0  6 

to  a  lame  girl 

for 

surgery  ... 

...I  8 

3  6 

2  April. 

To         Edward 

Stroude  ... 

...0  7 

Hammon... 

...0  7 

Eliz.  Bint 

...0  6 

Cox 

...0  6 

W.  Clark... 

...0  6 

Bryce 

...I  0 

3  8 

21  July. 

John    Spooch 

for 

childe 

...I  8 

Hammon ... 

...     6 

Bent 

...     6 

Cox 

...     4 

3  0 

- 

13  5 

Balance  ... 

■ 

4  4 
t7  9 
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The   accompt    made    by  John   Sparrock  and  Thomas 
Holt  the  first  day  of  April  in  Ao  Dni.  1570  who  gathered 
betweene  the   natyvitye  of  Christ  and  our  Ladye  Daye 
iiijs.  x^.  and  rest  in  their  hands  of  the  old  accompts  xjs.  ]d. 
Sin  totalis  xviiis.  xj(f.  in  proof  they  have  caryde  out  as 
foUoweth 

It.  paid  to  Cox  ...  ...  ...     iiij^. 

It.  to  poor  straungers...  ...  ...     iiijii. 

It.  to  Hammon  ...  ...  ...      iiij^. 

It.  to  goodwyf  Bint      ...  ...  ...      \\\]d. 

It.  to  Horwood  ...  ...  ...     iiij^. 

It.  to  Stroude  ...  ...  ...       ij^. 

Sin  laid  out  ijs.  \]d. 
left  yet  in  the  Collectors'  hands  xijs.  ix^. 

The  xxiiij  daye  June  Thomas  Aplebye. 
Thomas  Cox. 

The  last  Collectors  laid  out  the  last  q'^"  y^a  to  Cox  iiij^i. 

Alyce  Greene    ...    V\\]d.     Rog.  Sparrok  . . .  iiijtf. 

,.     iiij^.     to  Holmes       ...  iiij^. 

vj^.     Horwood         ...  iiij<:/. 

..     iiijVf.     Elis.  Bint        ...  iiij^. 
Sin  iijs.  v]d. 
rest  xiiijs.  y.d. 

Delyvered  to  Cox  of  the  Stock  xx^.  and  unto  Mathh^^ 
Apleby  other  xxtf. 

The  accompt  made  the  xv''"'  of  feb. 
Ao.  Dni.  1570  who  had  gathered  the  same  quarter  viijs. 
&  xj(i.  but  they  have  gyven   nothing  the   same  quarter 
So  thaye  have  in  all  in  their  hands  ixs.  \\]d. 


Jone  Bosley 
It.  to  Stroude 
Hammon 
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The  accompt  made 
by  John  Sparowork  and  Thomas  Holt  the  xxj^t  of  Januarye 
who  had  gathered  from  y^  feast  of  S^  Mychaell  till  Christ- 
mas iiijs.  xd.  and  over  M^'  Gape  gave  xij^.  for  the  poore 
of  the  goodwill  of  his  mother-in-law  in  Kent.  They  gave 
this  quarter  E.  Stroude 

and  his  wj'fe xijrf.\  by  Holt 

To  Horrood viij^.|      iijs. 

To  Hammond  ...     viij^.  (Rem. 

To  good  wyf  Linde  ...     viijd.J  vijs.  n\]d. 

Sparrock. 

To  Holmes     iiijt/.\  To  Bawle  iiij^. 


To  Cox  iiij^.|To  Jo  Spar.  iiij^. 

To  Alyce  Green         ...      iiij^.  |  Rem.  iis.  \d. 
To  Jane  Bushnell      ...      iiiji^.' 

Thomas  Cox  and  Thomas  Appleby  made  their  accompt 
the  vij"i  of  October  in  Ao  Dni  1571  who  gathered  the 
quarter  before  us. 

Delyvered  betweene  mids^"  and  mychelmas  to  xiiiji 

to  hammon  iiijd.  to  Eliza  Bint  iu]d.  to  Horwood  iiiji 
to  Jane  Bowsley  iiij<i.  to  Alyce  Green  iiij^.  to  Roge 
Sparroake  \n]d.  to  Stroud  \]d.     Sm.  iijs.  xd. 

Rest  in  the  Box  xvijs.  The  w*  remayneth  in  th 
hande  of  Thomas  Flower  by  the  consent  of  Will"^  Cress- 
well  Will"'  Picton  John  Novys  and  Rob^  Norwood  for  the 
which  will  gyve  to  the  poore  men's  Box  \]d.  more  than  he 
was  wont  to  gyve. 

Rec.  the  vj  daye  of  Januarye  of  T.  flower  xvijs.  w^^  he 
before  rec'^  of  the  Parishe  and  doth  promise  to  give  iij^. 
the  next  quarter  to  the  poore. 
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Rest  in  the  store  for  the  poore  xviijs.  y^]d. 

Delyvered  to  the  pore  the  last  quarter  iijs.  iiij^.  rest  yet 
as  before. 

memoranda  delyvered  to  both  the  Collectors  vs.  and 
remayneth  in  the  chest  xiijs.  xicf. 

The  accompt  made  the  xiijt'^  of  Aprill  as  folio weth  dd^s. 

Apleby 


Cox 


T.  Bryce 

\\\]d: 

Joane  Bawley 

...     viij^.  .. 

....  ,  ^iis.  via. 
injrf.    ^       ■' 

Rog.  Sparrok 

Edw.  Stroude 

...     xiiij(i.. 

Elizabeth  Bint 

viij^.> 

Th.  Horwood 

...      viij^.    .. 

John  Hammon 

V\]d. 

-ijs.  vja. 

Th.  Cox 

\\\d.. 

Gathered  between  Christmas  and  o>'  Ladye  Day  iiijs.  y.d. 

delyvered  thereof  to  Appleby  ij^. 

delyvered  to  Cox  xvj^.  rem^  totaliter  xvs.  \d. 

Collectors  Thomas  Appleby  &  Thomas  Cox  gathered 
iiijs.  x^.  betweene  Ladye  Daye  and  mydsomer  and  they 
dystrybuted  the  same  quarter 


Cox  paid  the  sam 

to 

Appleby  gave  to  Rog. 

Hammon 

iiij^f. 

Sparock 

\\\]d. 

To  Bint      ... 

...     iiij^. 

-     It.  to  Jone  Bawle 

\]d. 

To  Cox 

...     iiij^. 

Alyce  Greene   ... 

V]d. 

to  Stroude 

v]d. 

It.  the  xxix^h  daye  of  Juno  in  Ao.  Dni.  1572  were  Ric. 
Aygar  and  Thos.  Bryan  chosen  collectors  for  the  poore 
and  their  remayneth  in  the  poorman's  box  xxs.  &  yd. 
delyvered  to  Rich.  Agar  x^.  and  to  Thomas  Bryan  X(7. 

5 
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The  accompt  made  the  xij^ii  of  October  by  the  said  Col- 
lecto's  who  gathered  the  same  quarter  iiijs.  iiij^.  and  gave  to 

father  Horwood  ...  ...  ...  iiij<^. 

Hammon  ...  ...  ...  ij^. 

Cox   ...  ...  ...  ...  ij^. 

Bint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ij^- 

Stroude  ...  ...  ...  iiij^. 

Jane  Bazley  ...  ...  ...  \\]d. 

father  Sparock  ...  ...  \\)d. 

Their  is  in  the  poorman's  Box  xxiiis.  j^. 

Delyvered  to  either  of  them  iijs.  apiece  remayneth  xvij.ii. 

The  Collectors  before  mencioned  made  their  accompt 
the  vj'h  of  Jany  who  had  delyvered  of  that  which  was 
in  their  hands  to  Stroud  Y\]d. 

To  goodwyf  Bawley  viijd.  Alyce  y\\\d. 
Roger  Sparrock  viij^.  Holt  xij^. 
horwood  vj^.  Hammon  viijV.  Cox  v\d. 
Elyz.  Bint  iiij^.     They  gathered 
in  this  quarter  iiijs.  \\]d.  remayneth  in 
the  Box  xxjs.  iiijV. 

The  same  daye  Raphe  White  was  chosen  Collector  and 
Goodman  Cresswell  and  ther  was  gyven  betwene  Lady 
daye  and  Midsomer  as  followeth — 

James  Parker  for  the  ...  ...     iijs.  iij^. 

to  Thomas  Chambers  ...  ...  x^. 

to  Father  Hammon  ...  ...  \\\]d. 

to  Stroude  ...  ...  ...  x^. 

To  the  prisoners  in  Oxforde  ...  iiij^. 

To  Jane  Bawley     ...  ...  ...  iiij^. 

To  Roger  Sparrock  ...  ...  \\v\d. 
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and  before  the  forsaid  Ladye  was  gyven  in  all  to  all  that 
weare  appoynted  to  receyve  ijs.  xtf.  Some  totall  of  both 
quarters  ixs.  \d. 

The   same   collect,   the   third    of    October    made    his 
accompt  as  followeth 
He  receyved 
Laid  out  as  followeth 
Item  to  James  Parker 
It.  to  fath^'  Hammond 
It.  to  Roger  Sparrock 
It.  to  Stroude 
It.  to  Jane  Bawley 


iijs.  \\]d. 

\\\\d. 

iiijV. 

v]d. 

\\\]d. 

Sfii  iiijs.   ix^. 

The   same    Collect^'    laid    out    as    followeth    betwene 
Michael,  and  Christ. 


To  Hammon 
Stroude 
Chambers 
Ro.  Sparrock 
Jane  Bawley 


y\\]d.\ 

xviij^. 

viijJ. 

Y.d. 

xd. 


date  xxvi"  Jan. 


in  their  hande 
before  xxjs.  iiij^. 
Sin  expositorn.  xviijs.  iiij^i. 
rest  iijs. 

Gathered  from  the  feast  of  the  Berth  of  o^'  Lord  God  as 

foil. 

Mr.  Lybbe         ...  ...  ...  ijs. 


of  George  Holmes 
of  Wilshiere 
of  Flower 
of  West  ... 


xvj^. 
iiij^. 
iiij^. 
iiijtf. 
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of  Mr.  Gape 

of  Goodman  Knappe 

of  Good  Higgs 

of  Pyckton 

of  Kersell 

of  Mr.  Bode  ^.. 

of  John  Sparr 

of  P.  Burge 


...     ijs.  viijrf. 

ijs.  \\\]d. 

xijV. 

\\\]d. 

viijJ. 

\\\]d. 
\\\]d. 
Remayneth  xvjs.  \\\]d. 


Sin  xiijs.  iiij^. 

The  accompt  for  the  poore  made  the   xxx*   daye   of 
January  in  ao  Dni.  1574  by  Thomas  West  Collector. 
John  Supervisor  |  Sparrok 
gathered  this  quarter  ijs.  viij^i. 
of  Goodman  Knappe 


Of  George  Holmes     . 
^of  Wilshere ... 
of  Flower     ... 
Rich.  Money 
of  pickton     ... 
of  higgs 
of  Kersell 
of  Mr.  Bode 
of  Burge 
of  Mr.  Lybbe 
of  Mr.  Rob^  Norwood 


viij^. 

iiij^. 

it?.* 

\d. 

\ld. 

\d* 

\\]d. 

ij^. 

iij^. 

\d. 

V]d. 


yjd. 
Siii  ijs.  viij^. 

Delyvered  betwixt  michaelmas  &  Christmas  as  followeth 
to  Stroude  ...  ...  ...     xviij^. 

vj^. 
vj^. 


to  Holt 

to  Hammon 
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To  Chambers 

iiij^. 

Roger  Sparrock 

v\d. 

Jane  Bawley 

\]d. 

Siii  expositor. 

iiijs.  ij^. 

Remanet 

in  hands  of  the  Collectors 

xviijs.  \\d. 

Laide  out  from 

Chrystm.  till  Easter  iiijs. 

xd. 

It.  to  Stroude 

xx^. 

It.  to  J.  Bawley 

\\\]d. 

Rog.  Sparrock 

v\d. 

It.  to  the  pson 

iiij^. 

To  Horwood 

iiijff. 

> 

To  Hammon 

vj^. 

Siii 

To  Chamber 

\]d. 

Holmes 

\\\]d. 

The    Collector   gathered    from    Christmas    to    Easter 
ijs.  viijii. 

Remanethe  in  the  poorman's  Box  xvis.  ijd. 
The  Collect^s  made  there  accompt  the  xvj  day  of  Julye 
in  ao  Dni  1574  who  gathered  as  followeth 

of  Goodman  Knapp   ...  ...  ...     viijV?. 


of  George  Holmes 
of  Wilshere 
of  flower 
Rich.  Money 
of  Higgs 
of  Pycton 
Kyrsell 
of  Mr.  Bode 
of  Burge 
of  Mr.  Lybbe 


nijd. 
jd. 

id. 
id. 

nid. 
id. 
lid. 
Hid. 
ijrf. 
vj^. 
SiTi  ijs.  viij^. 
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Distributed  as  follovvethe 
To  Stroude 
To  Horwood 
To  Hammon 
To  Chambers 
To  Bryan  and  Holmes 
To  Jane  Bawley 
To  R.  Sparrock 


xiiijt/. 

iiij^. 

iiij^. 

vj^. 

v]d. 

'\\\]d. 

v]d. 

Sin  expositor,  iijs.  viij^i. 

Remaneth  xvs.  \\\\d. 

The  same  daye  John  Novys  was  chosen  Collector. 

Henry  North  chosen  Supervisor. 

After  Novys  &   H.   North  succeeded  Colder  collector 

and  John  Sparrock  supervisor. 

The  seven  day  of  July  in  a^  Dni  1577°  George  Wilshier 

was   chosen    Collector  for  the   poore    &   Thomas   West 

supervisor  who  rec^^  among  them  xxiijs. 

Delyvered  to  the  Churchman  by  the  ) 

V  xxs. 
consent  of  the  Paryshe  for  the  date      J  ' " 

It.  gyven  to  Jone  Bawley  xviij^i. 

The  Collectors  gathered  betwene  midsom''  and  mychael- 
mas  the  following 

It.  disbursed  to  Stroude  v]d.  remayneth  in  their  hands 
iiijs. 

The  sixt  daye  Aprill  in  ao  Dni.  1578°  Thomas  West 
Spvisor  for  the  poore  and  George  Wilshiere  Collect^"  for 
the  poore  made  their  accompt.  as  foil,  who  gathered  be- 
twene Michaelmas  &  Christmas  iijs.  and  betwene  Christ- 
mas and  o''  Ladye  Daye  other  iijs.  between  Michaelmas 
to  Chambers  xxj^.  and  to  Stroude  other  vj^.  to  mother 
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Sparrock  vj^.    to    Jone  Bawley    iiij^f.  to    Hammon  \\\]d. 
Siii  iiJ5.  y.d. 

Betwene  Christmas  and  Ladye  Daye  xijii.  to  mother 
Sparrock  \\d.  to  Jone  Bawlie  vjrf.  to  Hammon  iiij^.  and 
to  Holmes  iiij^.     Siii  ijs.  viij^. 

Sm  distributor™  vjs.  j^. 
Remayneth  due  to  the  poore  iijs.  yj\d. 
Behinde 
of  Ric.  Money  j^. 
of  Wm.  Cressell  ij^. 

The  Collect''^  made  their  accompt  the  xij'^  of  October 
in  ao  Dni.  1578.     Collected  betwene  o^  Ladye  Daye  and 
the  xijth  of  Oct.  iijs. 

Distrybuted  the  some  of  iijs.  as  followeth 

to  Stroude     ...  ...  ...  ...     yX]d. 

to  Mother  Sparrock    ...  ...  ...     \\\]d. 

To  Joane  Bawley         ...  ...  ...     iiij^. 

to  Chambres  iiij^.  to  Hammon  xijJ. 
Ther  remayneth  yet  iijs.  xj<i. 

The  same  daye  T.  Bryce  Collector  and  Ric.  Money 
Overseer  chosen. 

August 

It.  xvjodie  in  a°  dni.  1579  Thoms  Bryce  made  his  accompt 
as  follow  who  had  collected  from  the  last  accompt  till  this 
first  daye  viijs.  ixrf.  of  the  which  he  hath  distributed  viij^. 

Ther  remayneth  yet  in  his  hands  xijs.  viijrf.  oB. 

Besyde  that  which  is  to  collect. 

In  the  handes  of  Mr.  Bode         ...  ...     xijii. 

George  Holmes  ...  ...     \\\]d. 

William  Brayzier         ...  ...     iiij^. 
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The  Collectors  made  their  accompt  the  iiiji^h  of  Jul}^  in 
a<^'  1580  who  had  collected  in  the  hole  yeare  as  followeth 
xs.  Xif.  and  have  gyven  in  the  whole  yeare  viijs.  ijd.  as 
followeth 

Sin  expos.  ... 
to  Stroude 
to  Chambers 
to  Hammon 

Holt  ... 
To  Jone  Sparrock 
To  Jone  Bawley   ... 
for  the  keping  of  the  roges 
To  Hammon 


xiiijs.  \d.  oB. 

viijs.  xijrf.  \\\]d. 

'\]d.  \\\]d.  '\\\]d. 

\]d.  \]d. 

ijs.    ■ 
xijJ. 
\\\]d. 
V]d. 
xiijs.  ij^. 

At  their  accompt  there  remayned  xvs.  y\]d. 

The  same  time  were  chosen  Thomas  Goodridge  Col- 
lector, Richard  Cresswell  supervisor. 

Thomas  Goodridge  the  xxiiij  t'^  of  Sept.  in  a^  1581  made 
his  accompt  as  followeth. 

Delyver  to  all  the  poor  in  the  former  yeare  the  sm  of 

xijs.  the  some  of  xijs.  y']d. 
Gathered  the  hole  yeere  xjs.     Their  remayneth  un- 

distrybuted  xiijs.  vj^. 
Behinde 
of  Ric.  Mony  jt/. 
of  W"i  Cresswell  \]d. 

The  Collection  seassed  the  xxiiij^'^  of  Sept.  in  a^  1581. 
Thomas  Higgs      ...  ...     \d.  oB. 

of  M'' Lybbe  ...  ...  vj^f.  quaterly 

of  Goodman  Knappe  ...        \\\]d. 
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of  Robert  Norwood  . 

of  George  Holmes    . 

of  Mr  Bode 

of  John  Sparrock 

of  W"  Cressell 

of  Peter  Burge 

of  Goodwyf'2  Pycton 

of  Thoiiis  fflower 
Ric.  Money 
John  Blackhole    . 
Mother  Martin      . 
Henry  Northe 
John  Benwell 
Thomas  Burge 
Wydowe  Cawcot. 
Thorns  West 


v]d. 

\i\]d. 

\\]cl. 

\]d. 

id. 

]d. 
]d. 
]d. 
]d. 
jd. 
]d. 
id. 
ob. 
ob. 
ob. 


ob. 

Sm  to  iijs.  iij^. 
The  same  daye  was  Raphe  White  was  chosen  Collect' 
&  John  Benwell  Spvisor  who  had  xiijs.  vj^.  and  had  to 
gather  as  before  as  was  agreed  uppon. 

The    said    Raphe     White     hathe     gathered     betwene 
Michaellmas  and  o*'  Ladye  Daye  in  a°  1582  vjs.  vijrf.  ob. 
which  was  gyven  and  dystributed  as  followeth  and  also 
gyven  by  M^  Bode  ixd.  and  Goodman  Knappe  yjd.  and 
eft  another  iijd. 

To  Jone  Sparrock  synce  Micha.  ...        vs. 

To  Jone  Bawley  ...  ...  ...     xijd. 

To  Stroude   ...  ...  ...  ...       ijs. 

To  Chambers  viij.  Stroude's  wyfe  cost  vijs.  ob. 
Sfii  xvs.  vnjd.  ob.     Remaneth  vjs.  j^. 
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Laid  out  since  of  o^"  Lady  last  as  followeth.  paid  to 
Alyce  Moulden  for  keaping  of  the  chylde  vs.  viiji. 
remanet  computatis  computandis  \d.  This  accompt  was 
made  the  xxij"d  of  Apr.  1582. 

The  Seassment  of  the  paryshion's  of  Whitchurch 
towardes  the  rehef  of  the  poore  there  quarterly  to  be 
gathered  as  followeth 

Impmis  of  M^"  Lybbe 

of  Robt.  Norwood 

of  Henry  Knappe 

of  M""  Bode 

of  George  Holmes 

of  Wyddowe  Sparrock 

of  Tho.  Higgs 

of  W"i  Cressell 


of  Peter  Burge 
of  Wydd.  Pycton 
of  Th.  fflower 
of  Ric.  Money 
of  Wydd.  Martin 
of  Th.  West 
of  John  Biackole 
of  Henry  North 
of  Agnas  Cawcott 
of  John  Benwell 
Th.  Burge 
of  Rob^  Symms 
of  Th.  Goodridge 
of  Th.  Cocker 
of  Raphe  White 


ijs.  \]d. 

xxd. 

xxd. 

xxd. 

xxd. 

viij^. 

iiij^. 

iiij^. 

iiiji. 

ijd. 

iij^. 

iij^. 

hjd. 

iiij^. 

ijd. 

lid. 

ijd. 

id. 

id. 

vid. 

iid. 

id. 
id. 
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of  John  Goodridge  ... 

j^. 

of  Yong  Ilbury's  house 

\]d. 

of  Ric.  Knappe 

\\]d. 

of  Ric  Appleby 

\\]d. 

of  Goodman  Knappe 

•••) 

\\]d. 

for  his  bovehill  house 

.../ 

of  Tho.  Esher 

id. 

ofTho.  Childe 

\d. 

Gathered  from  midsom.  in  a"  1582  till  the  xx^h  of 
October  ixs.  y.d. 

The  accompt  was  made  by  the  collect's  for  the  pore 
viijth  of  July  in  a''  1582  herof  paid  to  Alyce  Moulden 
synce  Lady  Daye  and  unto  the  xvij'h  daye  of  June 
xjs.  iiij^. 

pd.  to  John  Sparrock  ...  ...  ijs.  \]d. 

To  Stroude    ...  ...  ...  xij^. 

To  Jone  Bawley  ...  ...  vj^. 

distributed  as  before  ...  ...  xvs.  \\\]d. 

Whit  made  his  act.  the  xxj^^  of  Oct.  in  a"  d.  1583.  he 
had  gathered  from  mydsomer  to  michaelmas  nyne 
shillings  ^d. 

[laid  out  for  keping  of  the  childe  till  the  xxj^t  of 
Oct.  nyne  shillings  x^.  and  the  parishe  the  same  daye 
did  give  unto  the  keper  vjs.  viij^. 

paid  to  Stroude  for  his  dutye  for  the  last  qter  xij^/. 
It.  p"^  more  to  the  keper  of  the  child  xvj(7.     The 
Childe  was  dd  to  Catherine  Smith  the  ninth  of  De- 
cember who  must  have  iijs.  nv^d.  every  quarter. 

The  last  daye  of  Maye  in  anno  1583  was  chosen 
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John  Goodridge  collector  for  the  pore  and  Thomas 
Cocker  supervisor,]* 
The  forsaid  Raphe  Whyt  paid  for  Christmas  quarter  to 
Alyce  vs.  iiij^.  and  we  yet  owe  her  vjs.  V]d.  and  John 
Sparrock  had  then  for  ij  quarters  to  .  .  .  vide  at  Christ- 
mas vs.  and  to  Stroude  then  ys]d.  and  to  Catherine  Smith 
for  the  same  time  by  him  paid  ijs.  \\\]d.  and  so  the  said 
Raphe  White  is  qwytt. 

A"  1583- 
The  Collector  chosen  the  last  daye  of  marche  for  the 
poore   was   John    Goodridge    and   Thomas   Cocker   was 
chosen  supervisor  1583. 

The  Rate  of  Collection  or  Taxation  for  poor  within  the 
parishe  of  Whitchurch  ag''ed  uppon  by  the  moste  parte  of 
the  paryshioners  of  Whitchurch  aforsaid  the  seventh  of 
Aprill  in  a°  1583  as  followeth  | 

tQuantum     ab     uno     quoque     solvendum     secundum 
conseiis. 

Magri   Lybb   ma.   Bode  E.  Knapp   et   Rob'i  Norwood 
die  primo  Januarii  a'^  1591. 

Imprimis  a  Roberto  Norwood  Recto      ...      yi\]d. 
It.  a  magro  Ric  Lybbe  ...  ...       xxt/. 

It.  a  magro  Joh'e  Boode  ...      xij^. 

It.  ab  Henrico  Knappe  ...  ...      xvjt?. 

It.  a  Dionys.  Holmes     ...  ...     viiji. 

It.  ab  Elizabetha  Sparrock  ...       s]d. 

It.  a  Thoma  Higgs         ...  ...        \]d. 


*  This  paragraph  [     ]  is  erased  by  cross  lines. 

t   It  would  seem  these  two  lines  were  inserted  later  to  give  authority. 
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It.              a  Wmo.  Cressel 

..       \]d. 

a  Margaret  a  Pycton 

\]d. 

a  Johanna  Martin     ... 

\]d. 

ab  Agneta  Cawcot    ... 

\]d. 

a  Thoma  fflower 

\\]d. 

a  Ric.  Money 

\]d. 

ab  Henrico  North     ... 

..         ij^. 

a  Roberto  Symons    ... 

..      iiij^. 

a  Radulpho  White   ... 

..        \]d. 

a  Rico  Appleby 

'\]d. 

a  Joh'e  Blachole 

..          j^. 

a  Joh'e  Benwell 

..          j^. 

a  Thoma  Burge 

..          ]d. 

a  Thoma  Cocker 

]d. 

a  Thoma  Goodridge 

..          ]d. 

a  Thoma  Colder 

..          ]d. 

a  Thoma  Childe 

]d. 

a  Thoma  Coodridge 

..          j^. 

a  Ceorgio  Wilshier  ... 

..          ]d. 

a  Johanna  Clark 

..          ]d. 

ab  Henrico  Higgs    ... 

..          ]d. 

Stephano  Edington  jd.                           i 

3  111  viijs.  j^. 

Summa  colligendorum 

xs.  viij^. 

Noi'a  Pauperum  in  parochia  Whit, 
et  quid  cuique  dandu'. 
To  Katherine  Smith  for  the  keping  of  Raphe  ] 


iijs.  \n]d. 
Brightwell's  childe  qr'terly  ...  ...  ) 

To  John  Sparrock  for  the  Keeping  of  his  Sister  ) , 

-  iiijs.  nijrf. 
Joanna  Sparrock  quarterly  ...  ...  ) 
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It.  to  Edwarde  Stroude  quarterly       ...       ijs.  iji. 
It.  to  Jone  Bawley  quarterly  ...  x\]d. 

It.  to  Alyce  Goslen  quarterly  ...  \]d. 

Summa  distribuendoru 
inter  quinque  pauperum  xjs.  \]d. 
desunt  niodo  denarii. 

The  xxviijth  of  August  in   a'^  1583  John  Goodridge   & 
Thorns  Cocker  made  their  accompt.  who  had  gathered 
betwene  Christmas  and  o""  Ladye  Daye  vijs.  \]d. 
and  had  delyvered  to  Alyce  Goslen  xi]d. 

to  John  Sparrock  ijs.  v]d. 
They  gathered  from  theane  till  midsomer  xs. 
paid  thereof  to  Alse  Goslen  x\]d. 
paid  to  Alst  Mowlden  for  the  former  debt  vjs.  vj^. 

and  so  that  it  paid  all  the  debt 
and  also  to  Sparrock  for  his  Syster  between  o^'  Ladye 
and  midsomer  iijs.  iiij^. 
Gathered  betwene  midsom.  and  michaelmas  vijs.  iij^.  ob. 
Imprimis  paid  to  her  that  kepeth  the  childe  of  Bush- 
nell  vjs.  viij^. 

also  paid  at  Michaelmas  to  John  Sparrock  iijs.  \u]d. 
There  remayneth  in  his  hands  the  day  of  his  accompt 
w'h  was  the  xxiiij  of  November  ix^. 

The  Accompt  made  the  xx^l^  of  Aprill  in  a^  1584  wh. 
was  for  the  collection  made  betwene  michaelmas  and 
Christmas  last  in  the  same  tyme  was  gathered  vjs.  iiij^,  ob. 
and  \xd.  in  the  collector's  hand  before  paid  thereof  to 
Catherine  for  wages  from  then  till  Christmas  iiijs.  iiij^. 
It.  at  Christmas  iijs.  n\]d.  to  Sparrock  for  his  Syster 
remayneth  \d.  ob. 
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Gathered  for  the  due  betwene  Christmas  and  o''  Lady 
Daye  as  followeth 


of  Goodman  Knappe  ... 

...     XVJ(^. 

offflower 

\]d. 

of  Money 

...       ijrf. 

of  Cressell     ... 

...       ijV. 

of  White 

...       \d. 

ofWest 

...       j^. 

of  Benwell     ... 

...       ]d. 

of  North 

\)d. 

of  Colder 

j^- 

of  Cocker 

...        \d. 

of  Re.  Burge 

\ld. 

of  Appleby     ... 

...     injd. 

of  T.  Burge  ... 

...        id. 

of  M"^  Bode    ... 

...      XVjW. 

ofT.  Higgs   ... 

iijrf. 

of  Wydow  Pycton 

...       ijd. 

of  Wilshier    ... 

j^. 

of  Wydowe  Holmes    ... 

...     nijd. 

of  Wydowe  Cawcot     ... 

}d. 

Wydowe  Martin 

ij^. 

Wydowe  Sparrock  ... 

. . .     i-iijW. 

of  Robt  Symons 

■r-^n        7               ■•71'                   1*. 

...     iiij^. 

Collect,  vs.  ij^.  die  predicta  summa  manet  vjs. 

It.  paid  about  Easter  in  a^  1584  to 
John  Sparrock  for  keeping  of  his  Syster  ...    iijs.  iiij^. 
It.  to  Katherine  Smith  for  Keping  of  Bushell  ijs.  iiij^. 
remaynet  vj^.  ob. 
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The   same  collector  gathered  from  o^"  Lady  Daye  till 
Midsomer  vjs.  iiij^.  and  V]d.  ob.  remained  after. 
Nomina  pauperum. 

John  Sparrock     ...  ...      i: 

ThoiTi  Cox 
Jone  Bawley 
Edward  Stroude... 
Alyse  Goslen 
It.  Jones   ... 

Ben       ... 

Kna 

E.  Spar. 

T.  Higgs 

M.^  that  the  last  daye  of  June  in  a'^  1584.  John  Jones 
was  chosen  Collector  for  the  poore  and  Thomas  Burge 
was  chosen  supervisor.  The  same  Jones  receyved  vjs.  x^. 
After  the  same  Jones  departing  the  parishe  John  Lee 
chosen  to  succeed  him  and  betwene  them  the  office  was 
very  slenderly  fulfilled. 

John  Lee  made  his  accompt  the  xix^^  of  June  in  a°  dni. 
1585  who  had  gathered  from  mychaellmas  till  midsomer 
twelvemonth  before  xviijs.  and  had  gyven  to  the  poore 
xs'.  iij^.  and  ther  remayneth  in  his  vijs.  \y.d. 

The  xx'h  of  June  in  a"  D'  1585.  Robert  Symonds  and 
Win  Swainston  were  chosen  collectors  for  the  poore  of 
Whitchurch. 


liij^. 
\\\]d. 
xijrf. 

■  vjs.  viij^. 

xij^. 

\]d. 

vjs.  X(f. 

yA]d. 

xij(i. 

iiij^. 

iij^. 
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Robert  Symonds  and  W'"  Swainton  collectors  for  the 
poore  in  a°  1586  gathered  quarterly  as  foUoweth 
Mr.  Lybbe  ...  xx^. 

Imp.  Mr.  Bode   ...  xij^. 


\ 


of  Hen.  Knapp    ...xvjrf. 


of  Wid.  Spar. 

iiijj. 

of  Wid.  Holmer 

viij^. 

of  Willm.  Higgs 

iij^. 

of  W"^  Cressell    .. 

.    \]d. 

of  Wid.  Pycton    .. 

.    ij^. 

of  Wid.  Martin   .. 

.    ij^. 

of  Wydd.  Cawcot 

ij^. 

of  T.  fflower 

\\]d. 

of  R.  Money 

■    ij^- 

of  Henry  North  .. 

,    \]d. 

of  T.  West 

.     \d. 

of  Ra.  White       .. 

■     \d. 

of  Appleby 

•    ij^' 

of  R.  Knapp 

.    \]d. 

of  R.  Symonds    .. 

.  \\]d. 

of  Benwell 

■     ]d. 

of  T.  Burge 

■     j^- 

of  Cocker 

.     \d. 

of  Goolder 

..    ob. 

of  John  Goodridg( 

3     ]d. 

The    same   Collector  hathe   dis- 
tributed quarterly  ut  seq'tur. 
Imprimis  to  Sparr.     iijs.  iiijt/. 


to  Brice  ... 

\\]d. 

to  Stroude 

\\]d. 

to  Cox     ... 

iijrf. 

to  Holmes 

\\-\d. 

to  Bawlye 

ijJ. 

to  Darby 

\\]d. 

to  Bryan... 

id. 

ob. 

to  Horwood 

id. 

ob. 

to  holt      ... 

id. 

ob. 

SiTi 

vs. 

ob. 

Remayneth  iijs.  ijV. 


John  Clark  jcf. 

Thomas  Childe  jd. 
The    fornamed    Collectors    Robert    Symons    and   W'^^ 
Swaynton    made   their    accompt   the   xxiiij*  of  July   in 
a°  1586  who  dd  unto  the  next  Collectors. 
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It.  the  xxijth  daye  of  Julye  in  a'-  sup'  scripto 
John  Russell  and  Edwarde   Payne  were   chosen   Col- 
lectors for  the  parishe  of  Whitchurch. 

6"  August. 
It.  delyvered  into  the  hands  of  John  Russell     xixi. 
It.  into  the  hands  of  Edwarde  Payne         ...     xix^. 

It.  gathered  by  Henry  Barton  at  Christmas  in  a°  1590. 

Imprimis  of  Wylshair...  ...  ...  ]d. 

Wydd.  Pycton  ...  ...  \]d. 

Raphe  White  ...  ...  j^. 

Appleby  ...  ...  •••  ij^. 

North       ...  ...  •-•  ij^. 

Ilbury       ...  ...  •••  j^. 

Gager       ...  ...  ...  \d. 

Corker     ...  ...  ...  ]A,. 

Wydd.  Sparr.  ...  ...  \\\]d. 

R.  Knapp  ...  ...  iiij^. 

Mr.  Bode...  ...  ...  xij^. 

The  first  daye  of  November  in  a°  1590"  John  Bramer 
and  Henry  Barton  weare  chosen  collector's  for  the  poore. 

It.  paid  to  Agnes  Sparrock  the  xxvj'^  of 
November  in  a"  90  by  Henry  Barton  ...     xix^. 

It.  the  same  tyme  she  receyved  of  John 

Bramer     ...  ...  ...  ...     xxj(^. 

It.  the  xviij^'^  of  Aprill  by  Henry  Barton 

unto  the  said  Agnes  Spar.     ...  ...      xx^. 

and  xxi.  before.* 

*  There  seems  to  have  been  about  this  time  great  irregularity  in  the 
accounts,  and  probably  neglect  ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  reason  why 
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The  Seassment  for  the  rehef  of  the  poore  made  the 

x'^  daye  of  January  gi"  by  the  consent  of  Ric^   Lybbe 

gent.,  Henry  Knapp,  Mr.  Boade  and  of  M>  Robert  Nor- 
wood with  others. 

Quarterly  as  followeth 

Imprimis  of  M''  Lybbe  quarterly  ...  xxd. 

It.  of  Robert  Norwood  ...  ...  xij^. 

It.  of  M-- Boad             ...  ...  ...  xij^. 

It.  of  Henry  Knappe  ...  ...  ...  xvj^. 

It.  of  Wyddowe  Holmes  ...  ...  viijV/. 

It.  of  Wyddowe  Sparrock  ...  ...  \]d. 

It.  of  Thoins  fflower  ...  ...  ...  \\]d. 

It.       Wm  Cressell      ...  ...  ...  ij^. 

It.  of  Wyddowe  Pycton  ...  ...  \]d. 

It.  of  Wyddowe  Martin  ...  ...  \]d. 

It.  of  Edward  ffrewen  ...  ...  ij^. 

It.       Richard  Money  ...  ...  \]d. 

It.  of  Robert  Symons  ...  ...  iiij^. 

It.  of  Henry  North     ...  ...  ...  ij^. 

It.  of  Raphe  White    ...  ...  ...  ij^. 

It.  of  Richard  Knappe  ...  ...  iiij^. 

It.  of  Richard  Appleby  ...  ...  iij^f. 

It.  of  Wyddowe  Blackhole  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.       Henry  Higgs     ...  ...  ...  j^. 

It.       Recharde  Wilshere  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  Tho.  Higgs        ...  ...  ...  ]d. 


the  same  assessment  committee  which  appears  next  went  back  to  the 
assessment  of  1583,  and  inserted  the  words  in  Latin,  'Secundum 
consensum,  etc.  Hie  primo  Januarii,  1591,'  q.  v.  These  words  are 
evidently  an  insertion  in  different  ink  from  the  rest  of  the  entry. 
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It.  of  John  Benwell    ...  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  Th.  Burge          ...  ...  ...  \d. 

It.  of  Th.  Cocker        .  .  ...  ...  j^. 

It.  of  Th.  Colder         ...  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  John  Goodridge  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  George  Wilshier  ...  ...  j^. 

It.  of  Stephen  Edington  ...  ...  j^. 

It.       John  Clark         ...  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.       Wni  Swaynton  ...  ...  ...  j^. 

It.  of  Thorns  Childe   ...  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  Hugh  Henwood  ...  ...  ]d. 

It.  of  Th.  Ilbury          ...  ...  ...  \d. 


Thomas  Cox  and  Jhon  Gager  Collectors  They  made 
ther  accompt  for  the  year  past  thatt  is  for  1593  the  4*  of 
Julii  anno  1594. 

Co.x  had  receaved  for  that  year  xxijs.  \]d.  whereof 
he  had  laid  out  unto  the  poor,  all  thatt  sum  saving 
vijs.  xt/.  which  sum  viz  :  vijs.   x^.  remaineth   in    his  J 
handes  4  Juhe  1594. 

John  Gager  had  gathered  above  the  hill  vjs.  xj^. 
whereof  he  had  laid  out  to  the  poore  iijs.  viij^i.  so  that 
ther  remaineth  in  his  hand  iijs.  iij^. 

These  two  men  were  requested  to  continue  ther 
office  for  the  year  ensuing  Die  et  anno  supra  scripto. 

These  same  collectors  made  ther  accompt  the 
21  of  September  anno  Domini  1595.  Jhon  Gager 
gathered  i.xs.  j^.  and  iijs.  \\]d.  of  the  old  accompt 
amounting  to  xijs.  \\\]d.  he  hath  yelded  to  the  ne.xt 
Collector  xvjt?.  and  made  a  perfect  and  just  account. 


i 
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This  x\]d.  the  remnant  of  Jhon  Gager's  accomptt 
was  delivered  psentlie  to  Denise  Holmes  girle.  In 
presence  of  Richard  Monie  the  Collectors  the  Church- 
warden the  person  and  others. 

Thomas  Cox  had  gathered  xxiiijs.  and  laid  out  as 
appeared  by  his  particulars  xxiijs.  and  v]d.  So  this 
v]d.  and  vijs.  xd.  ob  of  the  account  of  the  year  1593 
remain  in  his  hands  for  the  new  Collectors. 

Thoin  Woodlie  and  Ralph  Hydnen  collectors 
chosen  the  v^  of  October  and  are  to  gather  this 
present  michael's  quarter. 


Here  end  the  accounts  of  the  poor  in  this  book,  but 
before  proceeding  to  give  the  rest  of  its  contents,  it  may 
be  well  to  give  extracts  from  later  poor  law  accounts. 
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THE    POOR    LAW. PART    II. 

THERE  has  been  preserved  an  account-book  of  the 
overseers  bound  in  an  old  parchment  deed,  and 
dated  1666,  which  shows  not  only  a  large  increase  in  the 
sums  collected  and  disbursed,  but  also  a  much  more 
orderly  way  of  keeping  the  accounts,  the  rates  being  also 
signed,  and  the  account  allowed  by  three  magistrates. 
The  names  of  these  are,  Ant.  Craven,  Henr.  Allnatt,  and 
Antho  :  Lybbe. 

The  chief  sums  are  as  follows  : 


£  s. 

d. 

Anthony  Lybbe,  Esq. 

•  ••    4  15 

6 

Mr.  John  Whistler 

...     6     I 

0 

Mr.  Henry  Whistler,  Rector 

...     6     0 

0 

Mr.  John  Whistler,  senior    ... 

...     I     0 

0 

Mr.  Hide 

...     4  14 

0 

and  lesser  sums,  which,  with  a  balance  in  hand  of 
;^5  i6s.  7d.,  amounted  to  ^£'14  los. 

But  the  charges  were  /"42  5s.,  and  were  met  by  the 
Rector  paying  ^i  in  advance  of  the  next  rate. 

Among  the  items  of  payments  is  one  to  the  W'idow 
Harwood  of  £()  13s.,  to  Mary  Harwood,  £6  17s.,  and  for 
Mary  Harwood's  wastcoate,  4s.  6d. 
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Another  item,  weighting  and  keeping  the  accounts,  2s. 
This  expression  '  weighting '  is  more  perplexing  when  it 
is  otherwise  spelt  '  waiting  ';  but  the  former  mode  shows 
its  meaning  to  be  what  we  now  call  '  balancing.' 

Finally,  below  the  magistrates'  signatures  appears  : 

s.    d. 
*  Paid  for  our  dinners  and  to  the  Clearke  ...     2     6 
Soe  now  there  remaineth  in  Stock  ...   12     6  ' 

It  is  well  also  to  note  that  now  Mr.  Hyde,  of  Hyde  Hall 
in  Berkshire,  appears  in  the  list  of  contributors.     In  the 
first  book  he  appeared  among  those  who  were  liable  as 
parishioners,  but  nothing  seems  ever  to  have  been  re- 
ceived from  him.     His  name  is  also  the  cause  of  a  new 
item    appearing    in    the    charges,  viz.,   '  ferridge   to   M^" 
Hide's,  6d,'  i.e.,  paying  the  ferry  for  the  overseer  to  levy 
the  rate  on  Mr.  Hyde  ;  but  for  two  years  previously  it  is 
called  '  weridge,'  possibly  from  the  use  of  the  wherry. 
In  1667  appears  : 
'pd     to     Chiurgeons    for    looking    to       £    s.    d. 
Ezechiell  ffuller's  legg     ...  ...       300 

and  paid  to  old  Clearke  of  Doctor  Moran  : 
gave  it  as  it  was  his  fee  for  coming 

over    ...  ...  ...  ...     00  10     o' 

and  1669 : 

'  paid  for  a  coffin  for  Francis   Cripps 
And    for   digging    his    grave    and 
carrying  him  to  be  buried  and  for 
other  things      ...  ...  ...       o  10     o 

paid    to    Ezekiel   ffuller  and   att    his 

burying  ..  ...  ...       iio' 
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In  1671 : 

*  paid  for  a  Coate  &  wastcoate  for  good 

s. 

d. 

wife  Clarke 

13 

0 

for  linnen  for  her 

6 

10 

for  shooes  for  her 

A 

0 

to  henery  ffruin  in  his  sickness 

I 

0 

to  tenders  for  him  in  his  sickness     ...    . 

4 

0 

to  the  Chirurgeon 

10 

0 

for  his  coffin 

8 

0 

for  digging  his  grave  &  Ringing  the 

bell 

2 

0 ' 

The  following  mem.  appears  worth  preserving : 

*  Memorandum.  That  whereas  on  the  fifteenth  of  May 
in  the  twenty  forth  yeare  of  y"^  Reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Charles  the  Seconde — upon  discourse  about  providing  an 
habitation  for  Rich.  Aberry,  at  a  parish  meeting  at 
Collin's  End  at  y^  house  of  Henry  Lawly  in  y^  parish  of 
Whitchurch  It  was  Referred  by  Ant.  Lybbe  Esq.  and 
John  Whistler  ffeefarmer  and  the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants 
and  tenants  to  the  Collectors  for  y'=  poore  Hen  :  Lawly 
and  Rich  :  Holmes  of  y"^  parish  aforesaid  to  treat  with 
William  flower  of  the  same  parish  for  a  tenement  of  his 
upon  such  conditions  as  they  should  thinke  fit ;  It  is 
thereupon  agreed  by  and  between  y^  persons  aforenamed 
all  of  y"^:  That  Rich.  Aberry  enjoying  ye  tenement 
formerly  ye  hold  of  Richard  Strong  that  is  to  say  ye 
dwelling  house  &  garden  before  ye  house  and  some  parts  of 
ye  other  behind  the  house  maintaining  (or  in  his  fault  ye 
parish  of  Whitchurch)  ye  house  and  ye  bounds  in  repair 
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and  paying  to  y^  sd.  Will"^  fflower  money  six  shillings 
and  the  said  William  fflower  to  pay  ye  chimney  money 
and  to  have  the  possion  of  his  house  at  a  half  a  year's 
warning  and  the  tenant  to  have  y^  same  liberty.  In 
witness  wherof  we  set  our  [names] 

'  Rich  H.  Holme  Coll: 
'  Rich  R.  Clarke  Churchwarden. 
'  Richard  Abory. 
'  William  fflower. 
Witnesses         '  John  Whistler  cler. 

'  Roger  R.  Paine  Senior. 

'  The  mark  (tt-l-)  of  Henery  Lawley  Collector.' 

The  foregoing  would  seem  to  be  the  provision  for 
housing  an  indigent  person.  It  appears  to  be  written  in 
the  hand  of  John  Whistler.  William  Flower  signs  with 
difficulty,  Richard  Abory  fairly,  the  others,  except  John 
Whistler,  sign  by  their  marks,  in  each  case  a  capital 
initial. 

At  this  time  there  seems  to  have  been  a  difficulty  in 
getting  the  rate  from  all  that  ought  to  have  paid,  for  this 
is  entered  : 

'  To  the  Overseers  of  y^  Poore  of  y^  Psh  of  Whitchurch 
Richard  Homes  you  and  Henry  Lawly. 

*  These  are  to  authorize  you  y*^  said  overseers  to 
destraine  any  pson  or  psons  within  y^  same  pish  by  their 
goods  and  Chattells  making  sale  of  them,  rendering  the 
overplus,  which  shall  or  doe  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  their 
proportions  on  them  asseased  towards  y<=  necessary  releife 
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of  the  poore  of  y^  aforesaid  pish  Given  under  our  Handes 
and  Seales  y^  29^'''  day  of  Aprill  Ann"  Dni  1672. 

'  Anth  :  Craven. 

*  Antho  :  Lybbe. 

'Jr:  Machen.' 
And  to  these  follows  : 

*  An  Account  of  Richard  Holms  and  Henry  Lawly 
Overseers  off  the  poore  off  Whitchurch  in  tlie  yeare  1672 
off  the  goods  which  they  soulde  off  Henry  Clarke  and  the 
money  Received  and  how  they  desburst  the  same. 

'  Received  off  Benjamin  Griffin  ffor  a  cow 

off  William  North  ffor  2  stor  piggs 
off  the  Widdow  Bushnell  ffor  a  table 

and  forme  and  a  Chair    ... 
off  her  for  a  Bedstid  and  Chest 
off  Thomas  Avory  ffor  a  Ale  vate    ... 
off  John  Allan  ffor  a  paire  of  Andirons     030 

The  sum  received  ...  ...     5     2     6' 

Then  follow  the  items  of  disbursement  to  the  same 
amount,  and  finally  : 

'  Humphry  Mason  had  a  sow  which  was  valued  Att 
sixteen  shillings  for  keeping  the  woman  six  weeks.' 

In  1674  we  find  among  the  payments  : 

s.    d. 
'  Richard  Auberie's  Rent  ...  ...go 

for    carting    and   workmannshipp    at    his 

house         ...  ...  ...  ...     8     6' 


£ 

s. 

d. 

2 

10 

0 

0 

9 

6 

0 

14 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 

0 
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As    regards   the   phrase    in   the    warrant  for   distraint 
'  rendering  the  overplus,'  we  find  an  instance  in  1676  : 

'  Paid  to  the  widdow  Deely  when  her     £   s.     d. 
hogg  was  distrained  ...  ...     o     6     o' 

And  this  entry  is  difficult  to  understand,  for  a  few  lines 
above  we  read  : 

'paid  the  widdow  Deely  51  weeks   -^s,.     £   s.    d. 
the  week  ...  ...  ...     7  13     o ' 

So  that,  although  a  recipient  of  relief,  it  would  seem  her 
rate  was  demanded. 

In  1683 : 
'  paid  for  a  warrant  concerning   Lady     £   s.    d. 
Crowe..  ...  ...  ...     010' 

It  does  not  appear  what  the  nature  of  such  entry  is.     Per- 
haps to  compel  her  to  pay  her  rate,  for  next  year  appears  : 

£   s.    d. 
'  Received  of  Lady  Crowe  and  Priddens     i     26' 

This  probably  was  a  change  of  tenant,  and  as  the  out- 
going tenant  had  not  paid,  the  rate  was  got  from  the  owner. 

1687: 
*  paid  for  fitting  the  Widdow  Aubery         £   s.    d. 
a  house  and  finishing  him  ...     09  01  07  ' 

1689: 
'  Paid  to  Grace  Simmons  in  her  Lame- 
ness   ...  ...  ...  ...       026 

Paid  to  AL'  Hinderson  for  her  cure  ...        i     o     o  ' 
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Same  date  : 
'  Lay'd  out  for  the  mead  geat  which  is        £    s.    d. 
not  Allowed  of  by  the  parish         ...       o     4     o' 

Nevertheless,  below  the  churchwardens'  signatures 
there  appears  a  diminished  balance.  The  expenditure 
would  seem  to  have  been  for  a  new  gate  leading  into  the 
Common  Meadow.  The  names  of  the  Justices  ordering 
the  rate  are  now  Wm.  Whitelock  and  Henry  Hall. 

In  1694  and  the  years  before  and  after  the  expenditure 
annually  amounts  to  about  £50. 

Later  on,  together  with  Wm.  Whitelock  are  associated 
the  names  of  Ad.  Springall  and  Jas.  Jennings. 

It  is  probably  impossible  to  ascertain  what  the  rateable 
value  of  the  parish  was  in  1569.  Indeed,  from  the  very 
irregular  list  of  contributors,  it  would  seem  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  the  voluntary  element  in  the  contributions, 
and  from  the  memorandum  inserted  in  1591  it  would 
seem  that  three  or  four  of  the  more  important  parishioners 
agreed  together  what  to  demand.  There  is  no  evidence 
to  show  on  what  basis  they  estimated  the  liability  of  each 
contributor. 

In  1666  it  is  evident  that  an  orderly  system  of  levying 
the  rate  according  to  a  quota  fixed  for  each  inhabitant 
had  been  introduced,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  rateable  value  of  the  parish.  The  rates 
were  collected  quarterly,  but  the  total  amount  is  calcu- 
lated by  the  overseer  at  so  many  rates,  three,  four,  five, 
or  even  twelve  rates,  and  a  little  observation  enables  us  to 
fix  the  meaning  of  the  term  :  five  rates  are  equivalent  to 
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IS.   in  the   £,   therefore   a  rate  is  i  per  cent.     We  find, 
then,  the  rateable  value  of  the  whole  parish  to  have  been 

a  little  over  £i,2<^o  in  1666. 

I 
In  1743  it  was  not  quite  1,350 

»  1775  i'842 

„  177S  •  1,882 

„  1780  i'903 

„  1894  6,920 

but  of  this  last  sum  £1,900  is  derived  from  the  railway. 
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OTHER    DOCUMENTS    FROM    MS. 

THE  little  book  beginning  with  the  accounts  of  the 
Poor  Law  in  1569  contains  some  other  interesting 
entries  which  remain  to  be  given. 

The  first  is  thus  headed : 

'  A  note  of  the  Collection  for  bread  and  wine  after  the 
feast  of  the  Birthe  of  o^'  Lord  God  in  a**  dom  15770.' 

Then  follows  a  list  of  those  names  which  have  mostly 
appeared  above,  of  4^.  for  each  element  from  the  principal 
parishioners  down  to  id.  from  the  poore,  including  even 
some  of  those  who  were  habitual  receivers  of  relief.  The 
total  amount  was  4s.  ^^d. 

By  the  rubric  of  the  first  Prayer-Book  of  King  Edward 
this  expense  was  directed  to  be  borne  by  parishioners  in 
rotation. 

But  the  second  book,  as  well  as  that  of  Elizabeth, 
direct  it  to  be  borne  at  the  charge  of  the  curate,  only  the 
offerings  were  to  be  made  as  accustomed  before.  By  the 
infrequency  of  communions  already  prevailing  the  mode 
just  above  mentioned  seems  to  have  come  into  use. 

We  next  find  a  collection  made  for  the  repair  of  the 
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bells  in  1577.  This  was  effected  by  several  of  the 
parishioners  getting  subscriptions  for  the  purpose,  and 
one  entry  is  to  this  effect,  rather  difficult  to  understand : 

*  Of  the  Bachelors  gathered  towards  the  Bells 
spent  on  the  Revell  Daye.' 

It  must  mean,  probably,  that  the  four  persons  in  their 
expenditure  on  the  revell  added  of  their  liberality  and  in 
compliance  with  the  jokes  on  their  condition  the  sum 
of  4s.  8J. 

Indeed,  considering  the  times,  the  sums  contributed 
seem  large,  and  especially  so  in  contrast  with  the  quarterly 
assessment  to  the  poor;  and  here  again  may  be  noticed 

E 

that  some  whose  names  appear  on  the  relief  list  contribute  ^ 

largely — e.g.,    Hammon,    who    received   6d.   and    ^d.   per  | 

quarter  gives  x\]d.  to  the  bells.  ^ 

Mr.  Lybb  heads  the  list  with  xs.,  and  the  next  is  'the  | 

parson,  xxvjs.  viij^.'  i 

The  receipt  for  the  work  done  runs  as  follows  :  | 

!< 

'  Receyved  of  the  parochians  of  Whitchurch    in    the  ff 

Countye  of  Oxford  the  x^h  of  August  in  Anno  Dni.  1577°  ^j 

the  Smme  of  tenn  pounds  towards  the  hanges  of  the  Bells  ^ 

of  Whitchurch  assessed  by  me,  Joseph  Carter,  of  Reding,  i' 

Belfounder.  \ 

'  By  me,  Joseph  Carter.'  ^■ 

(■ 

It  will  be  better  here  to  introduce,  though  not  in  the  | 

strict  order,  a  document  which  does  not  occur  till  near  '■■ 

the  end  of  the  httle  book.     It  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  [, 

those  who  held  land  in  the  year  1588,  and  is  as  follows  :  % 


Other  Documents  from  MS. 


lOI 


A  note  of  the  sume  of  every  yearde  lande  in  the  parish 
of  Whytchurch  and  how  much  is  in  every  man's  tenure. 
Imprimis  o  M^'  Libbe  two  yards  land  di."^ 
Henry  Knapp  iij  yards  land  di. 
o  M''  Bode  di.  yard  land 

Wid.  Sparrock  i  yarde  land 
o  Ric.  Knapp  i  yard 
o  Rob,  Symons  iij  quarternes 
o  Peter  Burge  one  quarterne 
o  W"^  Russell  one  quarterne 
Wid.  Pycton  one  quarterne 
Ric.  Wilshere  one  quarterne 
Joane  Martin  one  quarterne 
oWidd.  Cawcotte  one  quarterne 

Henry  North  di.  quarterne 
ojohn  Gager  di.  quarterne 
o  Thorns  Cocker  one  quarterne 
o  Thorns  Ilbury  one  quarterne 
Raphe  White  one  quarterne 
Wyddow  Blackhole  one  quarterne 
Henry  Higgs  one  quarterne 
o  Walt,  ffysher  di.  quarterne 
Rich.  Money  di.  quarterne 
John  Benwell  a  haulfe  quarterne 
Thomas  West  one  quarterne 
John  George  haulfe  a  yard 
Thomas  Burge  haulfe  a  quarterne 

Sm  xiij  yearde  lande  and  a  quarterne. 
The  names  in  this  list  which  have  o  before  them  do 
not  appear  in  the  first  list  of  persons  rateable  to  the  relief 


Th.  Goodridge 
John  Goodridge 
o  Th.  Childe 
Thofiis  fflower 
John  Lee 
Tho.  Holmes 
Tho.  Chambers 
John  Horwood 
Th.  Cox 

All  these  among 
have  one  yard. 
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of  the  poor  in  1569,  which  seems  to  indicate  a  considerable 
change  in  the  tenancy  in  the  course  of  twenty  years, 
chieliy  among  the  smaller  class  of  holders. 

The  next  thing  to  observe  is  that  the  first  column  adds 
up  to  \'^\,  not  I3j  yards ;  this  with  the  nine  who  had  one 
yard  among  them  makes  14^  yards  as  the  sum  of  land  in 
the  parish.  Of  the  nine  it  is  probable  that  the  two — 
T.  and  J.  Goodridge — had  one  share  between  them,  that 
is,  in  the  language  of  the  document  half  a  quartern  or 
one-eighth  of  a  yard. 

The  *  yard  '  is  probably  the  same  as  formerly  the 
virgate,  and  that  very  elastic  term  is  here  no  doubt  the 
same  as  carucate,  which  in  Mercia  seems  to  have  been 
120  acres.  In  Wessex  it  was  160  acres,  as  may  be  proved 
by  the  extent  of  Fulscote  Farm  in  South  Moreton,  which 
is  322  acres,  of  which  two  constitute  the  site  of  the  house 
and  yard,  and  320  the  arable  land  surrounded  by  a  deep 
ditch.  This  is  Follescote  in  *  Domesday  Book,'  belonging 
to  Roger  de  Leifrid,  which  is  put  as  being  two  carucates. 

But  in  Oxfordshire  the  same  estimate  will  not  hold, 
and  in  Whitchurch  there  are  said  to  be  fifteen  carucates, 
which  at  the  above  rate  gives  1,800  acres,  which,  allowing 
for  the  wood  and  the  common,  is  about  the  extent  of  the 
parish  below  the  Gate.  From  this  if  there  is  subtracted 
the  common  meadow  and  the  extent  of  the  houses  and 
gardens  gradually  ascending  the  main  street,  the  extent 
in  1588  is  arrived  at  without  much  difficulty. 

It  is  a  singular  coincidence,  but  after  much  investiga- 
tion it  seems  to  be  nothing  more,  that  in  Domesday  there 
were  thirty-three  persons  holding  land,  and  500  years 
later,  a  second  manor  having  been  created,  only  thirty- 


Other  Documents  from  MS.  103 

four.  In  1810  the  award  shows  nine  larger  proprietors, 
and  by  name  about  twenty  tenures  varying  from  eight  to 
twenty  acres  in  their  holdings. 

Continuing  to  exhibit  the  contents  of  the  little  book, 
we  find  in  it  four  different  inventories  of  church  goods. 

I.  Not  dated,  probably  1574  : 
The  lynnen  of  the  Parishe. 

Imprimis  iiij°''  albes  and  a  sheete  and  fyve  tablecloths. 

It.  ij  Candlesticks. 

It.  xvij  peeces  of  pewter  and  xvij  spones  xiij^em  treene 
platters  iij  doz.  &  viij  trenchers  xviij  peeces  of 
Stoles  and  Fannells  iij  vestments  and  a  Cope, 
ij  Coverings  of  Sylk  for  the  Communion  Table  and 
one  of  lynnen.  One  brasse  panne  ij  Cawthornes 
a  grater  and  a  smaler,  a  broken  trevett.  ij  spytte 
one  table  iij  frames  two  olde  planks  ij  payer  of 
trestles  and  a  grat  Hutche. 

II.  Next  in  order  apparently  later,  date  not  given  : 

The  Inventory  of  Whitchurch  Church  Goods  taken  the 
viijt^  day  of  Aprill  in  the  presence  Henry  Knapp  John 
Sparrok,  Raphe  White,  Thomas  Chambers,  Rich:  Money, 
Edwarde  ffruen,  John  Benwell,  John  Whitac,  Thomas 
West,  John  Hammon. 

It.  a  cope  of  Satten  of  Brygge. 

It.  a  Carrell  vestment  and  one  other  of  Bustian  and 

one  of  Green  sylck. 
It.  ij  Clothes  of  Sylck  for  the  Communion  Table  and 

one  of  lynnen. 
It.  ij  banner  clothes  w^'i  other  tryfles. 
It   seven  table  clothes  and  a  sheet. 
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It.  iiij'""  Table  napkins. 

It.  syx  pewter  plates  and  xj  pewter  dishes  xiij  treene 

platters. 
It.  treen  trenchers  three  dozen  and  a  half.     It.  xx 

pewter  spones. 
It.  ij  brassn  candel  stycks  and  ij  spitts. 

Cawtherns. 
It.  a  great  cawthorne  of  brasse  of  half  a  quarter,  a 

pann  of  ij  Buschells. 
It.  a  Rounde  Cawthorne  of  iij  pecks. 
It.  a  broken  trevett. 
It.  a  long  table  for  the  Semle  and  ij  frames  and  a 

plank. 
•  It.   a  communyon   cuppe  of  Sylver  w^'^   a  cover  of 

Sylver. 
It.  iiij"""  woodden  saltcellars. 
It.  a  Todd  weight  of  lead  in  y^  custody  of  Goodman 

Knapp. 

III.  Another  note  of  the  Church  goods  made  the  last 
of  Maye  in  a"  1584  et  R.R.E.  36° : 

Imprimis  xvijcem  pieces  of  pewter  xviij  xiij  with  v.  old 

xviij  xij  of  the  new. 
It.  xxti  pewter  spones. 
It.  xj  woodden  platters. 
It.  ij  broches  or  spitts  concordat  good. 
It.  iiij"""  dozen  et  di.  of  Trenchers  and  iij  do. 
It.  ij  pan  of  brasse  old  and  holie  of  ij  bushels — one 

old  a  dozen  new. 
It.  ij  pannes  a  Cawdron. 

a  pott  of  brasse  old  of  3  peckes. 


I 
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It  vj  woodden  saltcellars — concordat  good.     A  new 

pitcher. 
It.  j  sheete  and  vij  boorde  clothes. 

}one  a  new  one,  one  of  them 
a  diaper  one. 
It.  ij  table  clothes  for  the  communion  table  the  one 

old  and  holie  of  lynnen  thother  of  good  sylck. 
It.  one  grate  chest  w*  lock  and  key  wherein  the  most 

part  before  mencyoned  lyeth. 
It.  one  table  ij  formes  and  a  plank. 
It.  iij  Chests  in  the  Church  one  greate  ladder  a  todd 

weight  of  lead  in  the  tenure  of  H.  Kn[app]  a  com- 

munyon  cuppe  of  sylver  and  a  cover  of  the  same. 

An  Inglyshe  Byble  ij  common  books  an  old  war 

Psalter.    Erasmus  paraphrasis  in  Evangel  ij  homily 

books  a  mattock  spade  and  sholve. 

IV.  A  note  of  the  Church  goodes  of  the  Parish  of 
Whytchurch  taken  the  ig^^^  of  November  in  the  yeare  of 
God  1593  in  presence  of  Thomas  flower  Jhon  Benwell 
Robert  Symons  Jhon  Guttrege  Richard  Monie  Will'" 
Stevenson  Thomas  Child  clerk  of  the  parish  and  Westley 
Tomson  person  and  others. 

Imprimis   xviij   peeces  of  pewter  xiij  of  them   new 

peeces  &  v  old. 
It.  xviij  pewter  spones  wherof  xij  new. 
It.  vj  woodden  platters.    It.  ij  broches  or  Spitts  strong 

and  good. 
It.  iij  dozen  and  a  half  treen  trenchers  and  one  dozen 
of  good  new  trenchers   given  to  the   Church  by 
Magdalen  Knapp. 
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Item  vj  wodden  salt-salars  and  one  pewter  one  newlie 

bought. 
Item  a  good  sheet.    Item  v  Boord  Clothes  one  of  them 

newHe  boughtt  one  of  diaper  the  rest  old  and  worne. 
Item  four  table  napkins  torne  and  old. 
Item  a  great  cheste  in  the  Church  house  where  most 

of  these  thingges  lie. 
Item  one  table  ij  formes  and  a  plank. 
Item  a  todde  weight  of  lead  borowed  by  Goodman 

Knappe  &  is  in  his  custodie. 
Item  ij  candlestickes  of  Brasse. 
Item  a  panne  of  brasse  of  ij  bushels  receptt  but  old 

&  full  of  holes. 
Item  a  kettle  of  brasse  old  of  iij  peckes. 
Item  a  greatt  caldron  of  half  a  quarter's  receptt  good 

and    whoole   wh.    caldron    is    in    the    house    and 

custodie  of  Henri  Knapp. 
Item  a  broken  trevett. 

Of  thingges  belonging  to  the  Church  and  in  the  Church 
viewed  the  same  time  by  the  same  persons. 

Item  in  primisfor  the  coiiiunion  table  a  Linnen  cover 

coarse  and  worne. 
Item  a  cover  of  Sylk  lyned  &  fringed  good. 
Item  a  cupp  of  Sylver  w'^^  a  cover  of  sylver. 
Item  a  surplice  whoale  and  coarse. 
Item  iij   chestes  with  lockes  and  keys  to    keep  the 

Register  Book  and  the  ornaments. 
Item  an  English  Bible  of  the  greatest  Volume  sett 

out  by  the  B.  B.  and  authorized  new  and  good. 

A  common  Bk.  old. 
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Item  one  of  the  tomes  of  the  Homilies  for  the  other 
tome  and  for  the  paraphrasis  of  Erasmus  inquire  for 
they  are  wantinge  I  know  not  by  whose  negligence. 

Inquire  lykewyse  of  the  vestmets  of  satten  of  Brigges 
and  Carroll  imbezeled. 

Item  a  ladder  a  stool  and  mattock.    By  Lyke  Tomson. 

This  last  list,  signature  and  all,  is  in  one  hand,  and,  as 
it  would  seem,  that  of  Thomas  Child,  the  Clerk. 

It  would  seem  as  if  Thomas  Child,  the  Clerk,  slily 
accused  the  Rector  of  having  made  away  with  the  satin 
vestment  of  Burges  silk,  more  especially  as  he  designates 
him  by  a  familiar  or  nickname. 

There  are  a  few  words  also  that  need  interpretation  : 

T>'^g»  =  wooden,  i.e.,  made  from  the  tree. 

Fannels  =  maniples. 

Cawthernes  =  caldrons. 

Carrell  =  a  sort  of  fustian. 

Btisiiaji  — probably  for  fustian. 

5a/^sa/ars  =  showing  that  the  word  is  a  pleonasm  :  they 
are  '  salars.' 

Semle  =  a.  phonetic  way  of  spelling  'assembly' — the 
parish  meeting.  It  is  not  quite  plain  whether  this  was 
held  in  the  church  for  business  and  feasting,  as  some  of 
these  things  are  said  to  be  in  the  church-house,  and  some 
in  the  church. 

The  inventories  seem  to  show  the  gradual  declension 
from  the  old  set  of  ornaments,  vestments  and  alb,  stole 
maniple  and  cope  preserved,  if  not  used,  in  1574,  super- 
seded by  the  surplice  in  1594,  and  the  valuable  material 
of  the  vestments  made  away  with. 
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There  is  yet  one  more  feature  of  interest  connected  with  I 
this  little  book.  There  are  one  or  two  loose  pages  of 
boys'  exercises,  some  sentences  in  Latin,  which  read  like 
portions  of  a  sacred  chronicle,  or  the  headings  of  chapters 
in  the  Bible  turned  into  Latin,  e.g.,  '  Mirabilitor  servavit 
Deus  Noah  a  submersione  fluvii,'  and  in  the  margin  : 
'7°2f.'  Also  a  copy  of  a  scholar  learning  to  'engross,' 
instead  of  using  '  court  '  hand  : 

'  Innumerable  are  the  callammities,  extremes,  annoi- 
ances,  ingrevances,  incomodities,  and  encombrances, 
which  evermore  accompanneth  this  mommentarie  vale  of 
vannitie.' 

But  perhaps  as  interesting  as  any  extract,  because  it 
shows  the  national  feeling  of  liberty  which  probably  more 
than  any  consideration  of  religion  rescued  the  country 
from  a  foreign  yoke,  is  this  single  sentence : 

*pi'p  Hispaniae  Rex  propter  Tirannidem  vocari  meretur, 
nymrod  ;  anglice  a  mightie  hunter  before  the  Lord.' 
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XII. 

BRIEF      BOOK. 

THERE  is  a  Brief  Book  which  begins  in  1723  and 
extends  to  1769.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  set 
forth  at  length  all  the  objects  for  which  these  royal  letters 
were  issued  and  the  amounts  collected.  It  will  suffice  to 
give  a  summary  account,  particularising  in  a  few  instances. 
A  large  proportion  are  for  help  in  building  or  rebuilding 
churches,  among  them  churches  in  Wales  are  numerous. 
An  equal  number  perhaps  are  for  fires,  which,  in  some 
cases,  seem  to  have  been  disastrous.  The  villages  in 
Wilts  figure  conspicuously  among  them.  Hindon  nearly 
;£'i2,ooo  ;  Albourne,  ^10,600  ;  Heytesbury,  ;£'7,6oo.  The 
two  largest  losses  are  Buckingham,  ^ig,ooo  in  1726,  and 
Gravesend,  -^21,000. 

There  are  collections  for  the  construction  of  three 
harbours  in  Scotland — St.  Andrew's,  Aberbrothrock,  and 
Dunbar — about  ^£'9,000  each.  Two  injuries  to  home 
fisheries — Folkeston,  computed  at  ;£'2,5oo,  and  the  fisher- 
men of  Feversham  sufferers  by  frost  in  1743,  £9,000. 
There  are  ten  losses  by  hail,  the  largest  of  which  are 
Kent,  ;£'i3,ooo  ;  Berks,  £7,000  ;  and  Bermondsey,  £"4,000  ; 
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and  four  by  inundations.     Last  of  all   may  be  detailed 

these  seven  relating  to  foreign  places  : 

Contri- 
bution. 

1729.  Protestants  in  Copenhagen,  loss  £  £     s.  d. 

by  fire         ...              ...              ...     165 

1739.  Bobi  and  Villar  in  the  valley  of 
Luzerne  in  Piedmont,  suf- 
ferers by  inundation                 ...  4,354  050 

1759.  Hagen  Church  in  Westphalia  ...  3,110  115 

1762.  Saarbruck  Church  in  Germany  2,732  o   17     6 

Colleges  in  Philadelphia            ...  12,000  217 

1764.  Philippen     Colony     in    Turkish 

Moldavia  ...              .~.              ...  2,500  056 

1766.  Montreal,  loss  by  fire...             ...  8,750  383 

For  the  most  part  the  amounts  collected  for  each  object 
are  very  insignificant.  Places  that  are  near  seem  to  have 
been  regarded  with  a  little  more  sympathy  than  others, 
as  also  those  which  seem  more  serious  visitations  ;  but 
the  whole  sum  collected  from  the  parish  during  the  forty- 
six  years  amounts  to  no  more  than  somewhat  above  :£'io6. 
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RECTORS    OF    THE    PARISH. 

NOTHING  has  come  to  hand  in  respect  of  the 
names  of  rectors  prior  to  the  year  1384.  In  that 
year  we  learn  that  John  de  Walton,  who  eventually  died 
Rector  of  Halneton  (probably  Holton),  Oxon,  in  1417, 
exchanged  his  benefice  of  Whytchyrche,  Oxon,  with  Sir 
Nicholas  Monk,  who  was  Rector  of  Evesle  Dio :  Sarum. 
We  therefore  start  here  : 

13S4.  Sir  Nicholas  Monk,  Rector  of  Evesle,  by  exchange 

with  John  de  Walton. 
.  .  .     Magister  Robert  Newby  died,  and  was  succeeded  by 
1413.  John  Compton,  subdeacon,*  on  the  presentation  of 

the  King. 
1422.  Thomas  Lewknor  instituted  rector. 
1457.  John  Argentynt  on  presentation  of  the  King. 

*  As  there  was  then  a  vicar  as  well  as  rector  it  did  not  need  a  priest 
to  fill  the  rectory.  The  King  was  Henry  V.,  who  about  this  time 
bestowed  the  manor  on  Thomas  Walysh,  a  servant  of  the  royal  house- 
hold, who  first  was  under  John  of  Gaunt  and  remained  in  the  retinue 
of  Henry  IV.,  V.,  and  VI. 

t  One  of  that  name  was  rector  of  St.  Vedast's,  London,  from  July, 
14SS,  till  his  death  in  1 507-8.     He  also  held  three  prebends  in  Lichfield 
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1462.  Roger    Gery   instituted    by   exchange   with    John 

Argentyn. 
1483.  Robert  Goseburn  on  resignation  of  Roger  Gery. 
1487.  Thomas  Persevale  on  resignation  of  R.  Goseburn. 
1511.  Thomas  Persevale  died  July  7,  as  attested  by  his 

brass  in  the  church. 
1528.  Sir  William  Wright,  rector,  died  in  September.* 

***** 

1569.  The  name  of  Sir  Hugo  Webb,  curate,  appears  in 

the  first  assessment  of  the  parish,  as  also  that  of 

Robert  Norwood,  rector,  till  1591. 
1593.  The  name  of  Westley  Tomson,  as  *  person,'  is  found 

in  the  same  book  present  with  others  on  view  of 

the  church  goods. 
1601.  Thomas  Singleton,  Principal  of  B.N.C.,  Oxford,  and 

Peter  Winder,  curate,  to  1610.     See  his  brass  in 

the  church. 

1615.  Mem.  of  a  clause  in  Dr.  Singleton's  will  is  signed 

by    Isaac    Singleton,    rector,    and    John    Price, 
curate. 

1616.  Henry  Whistler,  rector  fifty-six  years, t  cousin  of 

John  Whistler,  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
1672.  Edmund    Major,    apparently    non-resident,  as    all 
signatures  appear  by  William  Musson,  curate. 

Cathedral  in  succession,  and  was  provost  of  King's  College,  Cambridge, 
where  there  is  said  to  be  a  brass  to  him  and  inscription  as  directed  in 
his  will.  It  was  in  1457,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  brass  in  the  church, 
that  Gery  succeeded  in  consolidating  the  rectory  and  vicarage,  having 
resigned  the  vicarage  previously. 

*  See  his  will,  pp.  117,  118. 

f  See  some  particulars  of  him,  pp.  iiS,  119. 
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1683.  Luke  de  Beaulieu,  of  a  Huguenot  family,  a  man  of 
learning  and  eloquence.     He  was  a  Prebendary  of 
Gloucester,  and  rector  for  thirty-eight  years. 
1723.  Samuel  Walker,  rector  forty-four  years.    He  married 
Anna,  widow  of  Antony  Whistler ;    her  maiden 
name  was  Sale.     He  had  many  curates : 
In  1737.  E.  Peach. 
In  1754.  Andrew  Etty,  who  became  before  1760 

Vicar  of  Selbourne,  Hants. 
In  1760.  R.    Stebbing,    afterwards     Vicar     of 

Streatley,  Berks. 
In  1763.  Wasey  Sterry. 
In  1766.  Henry  Heathcoate. 
1768.  Andrew  Etty,  rector,  seems  to  have  retained    the 
living    of    Selbourne    in    1769 ;    John    Lichfield 
curate  till  1802. 
1784.  R.  Stebbing,  rector. 

1796.  James  Etty,  rector.     Father  of  Etty,  the  R.A. 
1806.   Hugh  Moises;  who  died  in 
1823.  W.  A.  Hammond;  who  resigned  in 
1840.  Edward  Moore. 
1880.  John  Slatter. 

Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Sir  W.  Wright. 

Proved  at  St.  Paul's,  London,  i5  Sept.,  1528 
(folio  ^'],  Porch). 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  I  Sir  Willm  Wright 
Rector  of  Wytchurch  of  good  mynde  &  hole  memory 
make  my  last  will  and  testament  after  this  maner  of  forme 
as  foloweth.     First,  I  bequethe  my  soule  to  almighty  God 
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our  lady  Saint  Mary  and  all  the  company  of  hevyn  my 
body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  churche  of  Saint  Laurence 
in  Redynge  before  the  awter  of  the  name  of  Jesu — my 
mortuary  after  the  custome  of  the  place. 

Item  to  the  mother  Churche  of  Sarum  xijV?.  Item  to 
the  high  awter  in  the  parish  Churche  of  Saint  Laurence 
in  Redyng  ijs.  Item  to  the  awter  of  the  Name  of  Jesu  in 
the  same  Church  xiijs.  iiij^.  Item  to  the  awter  of  our 
Lady  in  the  same  Churche  iijs.  \\\]d.  Item  to  every 
housholde  having  noo  plough  in  Wytchurch  a  busshelle 
of  barlye  and  \\\]d.  in  money.  Item  to  Sir  George  Ospring 
my  best  gowne  and  a  doblet  of  warsted.  Item  to  Sir 
Richard  Alwoode  my  Chamlet  Jaket  and  my  chamlet 
doblet.  Item  to  paynter's  wife  my  keper  my  best  blak 
gowne.  Item  to  Sir  John  Maynford  my  Manuell.  Item 
to  William  Turner  all  my  pricksong  bokes  (notwithstand- 
ing yf  the  residue  of  my  goodes  be  not  sufficient  to  pay 
my  dettes).  Item  I  make  and  ordeyn  myn  executours 
Maister  Richard  Turner  of  Redyng  and  Sir  George 
Ospringe  chapleyn  of  Wytchurch.  These  being  witnesse 
Sir  John  Maynford  Sir  Richard  Atwood  Richard  Abyng- 
don  John  Barker — the  seconde  day  of  September  the  yere 
of  our  Lord  God  a  thousand  fyve  hundred  twenty  and 
eight. 


Henry  Whistler,  rector  from  1616  to  1672,  was  first 
cousin  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor.  The  Whistlers  were  a 
numerous  family,  and  during  the  Civil  Wars  some  were 
on  the  side  of  the  King  and  others  of  the  Parliament. 
From  the  dedication  of  his  book,  which  is  given  below, 
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there  can  be  no  doubt  which  side  Henry  Whistler 
espoused.  But  in  his  principles  as  regards  Church 
government  he  seems  to  have  been  elastic  enough. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  book  published  by  him  on  Infant 
Baptism,  and  the  dedication  of  it  to  Cromwell  : 

Aime  at  an  Up-shot  for  Infant  Baptisme 
By  the  Good  Will  of  Christ 
as  Priest,  Prophet  and  King. 
By  Henry  Whistler,  Bac.  Theol. 


Rev.  vi.  II.     He  that  sate  on  the  white  horse  had  a  bow^ 
holy,  swift  speed  of  mercy  for  small  and  great. 


London : 
Printed  by  W.  Wilson  for  Thomas  Paybody,  dwelling  in 
Queen's  Head  Court,  Paternoster  Row,  and  are  sold 
by  Thomas  Underbill  at  the  Anchor  and  Bible  in 
Paul's  Church  Yard,  near  the  little  North  Door, 
and  John  Ridley  at  the  Castle  in  Fleet  Street. 
Anno  1653. 


To  the  Glory  of  God  in  the  Highest 

for  more  abundant  blessings 

on  the  High  Ho^le  Generall  Cromwell  His  Excellency 

Chancellour  of  Oxford  University 

With  prayers  of  Christian  sincerity  for  health  and 

whatever  is  blessed 

in  God's  mercifulness  to  Your  Honour 

very  awfully  presented  by  this  obeisant  Humble  Senior 

Henry  Whistler 

the  50^'^  Yeare  since  his  first  Studies  in  Trinity  Colledge 

Oxford. 
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In  the  Registers  at  the  date  of  1650  no  more  Latin  is 
used,  and  this  memorandum  occurs  in  his  writing  : 

'  Dehinc  mutatur  stj'lus  quia  vernacuhs  nititur  testibus.' 

Samuel  Walker,  rector  from  1723  to  1768,  was  born  at 
Stafford,  i6go,  and  educated  at  Eton  and  Trin.  Coll., 
Cam.,  where  he  became  M.A,  and  Fellow,  1716.  His 
only  sister  Elizabeth  married  Thomas  Niccolls,  repre- 
sentative of  Humphrey  Nicholls,  of  Alveley,  co.  Salop. 

He  did  not  live  in  the  rectory,  but  in  the  messuage 
which  afterwards  went  by  the  name  of  Whitchurch  House, 
which  he  left  by  will  to  John  Whistler,-  Esq.,  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife. 
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.  XIV. 

THE    PARISH    CHURCH. 

IT  seems  plain  from  the  name  of  the  parish  that  there 
must  have  been  a  church  here  from  early  Saxon 
times — most  probably  a  little  homely  structure,  with  no 
pretensions  to  architecture,  but  a  conspicuous  object  from 
the  river  or  the  road  that  ran  on  the  higher  ground  just 
in  sight  of  the  river. 

The  present  structure  is  quite  modern,  having  been 
erected  in  the  place  of  an  older  building,  which  in  its 
walls  and  proportions  had  suffered  no  change  since 
Norman  times.  The  south  doorway  of  the  twelfth 
century,  covered  by  a  good-sized  porch  of  the  fifteenth,  is 
all  that  remains  of  the  older  church,  except  a  piece  of 
masonry  forming  the  northern  abutment  of  the  chancel 
arch  and  northern  wall  of  the  chancel,  about  6  feet  in 
length.  There  were,  however,  two  chapels,  excrescences 
on  the  north  side  of  the  nave,  which  of  late  years  had 
been  claimed  by  Hardwick  Manor.  Most  probably  one  of 
them  was  the  chapel  built  by  the  tenant  of  the  small 
manor  in  Berks,  which  in  later  years  was  known  as  Hyde 
Hall. 
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The  record  is  given  as  in  Bishop  Grostete's  Rolls, 
No.  7,  1242  : 

Ordination  of  Chantry  '  in  Manerio  de  Hyde'  in  parish 
of  Whitchurch. 

These  two  chapels,  having  been  used  by  permission  of 
the  owner  of  Hardwick  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school 
children,  were  pulled  down  at  the  rebuilding  of  the 
church,  and  a  north  aisle  added  to  the  church  instead  of 
their  reaching  from  halfway  up  the  chancel  eastward  to 
the  full  length  of  the  nave  westward. 

The  style  of  the  church  is  of  the  Early  Decorated 
period,  from  the  designs  of  the  eminent  architect, 
Mr  Woodyer,  and  is  extremely  well-suited  for  the  uses  ol 
a  quiet  country  church.  Care  was  taken  to  preserve  the 
old  monuments,  two  of  which  are  of  owners  of  Hard- 
wick, and  of  much  interest.  The  brasses,  which  will  be 
described  presently,  were  let  into  the  w^alls  for  better 
preservation. 

The  little  belfry,  which  was  engaged  in  the  west  end  of 
the  nave,  was  expanded  into  a  small  but  elegant  spire 
covered  with  shingles,  the  west  wall  of  which  rests  on  the 
west  wall  of  the  nave,  whilst  inside  the  church  it  is  sup- 
ported by  two  pillars.  There  were  only  five  bells,  but  a 
sixth  was  added  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Blyth,  who 
was  also  donor  of  a  fine  and  powerful  organ. 

To  return  to  the  only  old  portion  of  the  church,  the 
south  door  and  porch.  The  doorway  is  a  plain  but  good 
Norman  arch,  but  when  the  porch  was  built  the  tym- 
panum was  destroyed  by  inserting  a  perpendicular  door- 
way. 

The  porch,  which  internally  measures    10^  feet   by  8^ 
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feet,  has  over  its  entrance  an  incised  rectangular  slab, 
16  inches  by  12  inches,  having  the  figure  of  our  Lord  on 
the  Cross.  From  the  stem  and  arms  of  the  cross  issue 
leaves,    twelve    in    number.      The    figure    has    the    feet 
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fastened  by  a  single  nail,  the  right  foot  being  crossed 
upon  the  left.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  rich  in  symbolical 
ideas.  The  cross,  the  instrument  of  death,  is  depicted  as 
a  tree  of  life.  The  twelve  leaves  may  stand  for  the 
twelve  Apostles,  but  probably  rather  as  denoting  the  tree 
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of  life  (Rev.  xxii,  2),  '  which  yielded  her  fruit  every 
month,  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations.'  The  character  of  the  leaves  seem  to 
indicate  its  being  of  the  same  age  as  the  porch. 

This  porch  had  till  quite  lately  a  wooden  ceiling,  but 
this  being  so  decayed  as  to  need  complete  renewal,  it  was 
taken  entirely  away,  and  the  original  rafters  are  now 
revealed  in  as  sound  a  condition  as  when  they  were 
erected,  and  then  appeared  a  rudely-carved  face  let  into . 
the  wall  of  the  church.  It  probably  occupied  a  place  on 
the  tympanum  of  the  Norman  doorway,  which,  as  above 
noticed,  was  destroyed  to  insert  a  perpendicular  entrance. 
It  is  very  rude  in  design  and  execution,  and  might  without 
difficulty  be  assigned  to  pre-Norman  times. 

The  church  contains  a  few  brasses  of  interest. 

I.  Thomas  Walysch  and  his  wife.  The  legend  is,  un- 
fortunately, broken  exactly  in  half,  and  the  right-hand 
half  is  lost ;  but  enough  remains  to  distinguish  the 
man. 

'  Hie  jacet  Thomas  Walysch  quondam  valectus  trayer  .  .  . 
Ducis  Lancastriae,  Henrici  quarti,  quinti,  et  sexti  Regum  . . . 
dispositione  et  assignatione  ante  dicti  Regis  Henrici  V ' 

The  knight  is  in  armour,  with  sword  and  dagger,  and  in 
pointed  helmet  without  crest,  the  paldrons  and  vambraces 
circular  and  plain.  His  arms  are  the  same  as  the  Bonville 
arms,  with  the  addition  of  a  '  bordure  engrailed  bazante'e.' 
The  Bonville  arms  are  ,sa.  6  mullets  ar.  3,  2,  and  i  pierced 
gu.  The  lady's  arms  are  three  battle-axes  borne  fess-wise. 
Her  name  nowhere  appears. 

His  office  in  the  royal  household,  styled  above  '  valectus 
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trayer,'  was  to  try  the  wines,  to  see  that  they  were  such  as 
ought  to  be  served  at  the  royal  table.  The  office  is  thus 
described  in  the  '  Libri  Niger  Regis,  Edward  IV''.,'  p.  76  : 
'  One  yoman  treyoure  of  the  sellare  which  drawethe  and 
delyveryth  at  the  barre  all  the  wynes  for  the  Halle  .  .  . 
other  two  groomes  under  the  treyour  to  helpe  him  to 
drawe  and  bringe  the  vesselles  with  wynes  to  the 
barre.  .  .  .' 

The  name  and  the  office  were  preserved  in  Henry  VHI.'s 
reign,  but  it  seems  to  have  disappeared  by  the  forty-third 
of  Elizabeth. 

2.  Another  perfect  and  very  interesting  brass  preserves 
the  name  and  memory  of  a  priest  named  Roger  Gery. 
He  is  fully  vested,  and  holds  in  his  hands  upon  his  breast 
a  chalice  with  a  glorified  host  above  it.  The  host  was 
probably  of  silver,  for  the  margins  are  deeply  sunk.  The 
alb  is  apparelled,  and  the  collar  of  the  chasuble  (or, 
probably,  it  is  the  amice)  is  very  richly  marked.  His 
arms  are  a  bend  dexter  between  six  birds  (martlets  or 
choughs).  The  legend  is  remarkable  as  showing  it  was 
put  by  himself  in  his  lifetime,  as  the  date  of  his  death  is 
left   blank.     But  it  will  be  seen  there  was  an  object  in 

this.     It  runs  as  follows  : 

'  Hie  jacet  Magister  Rogerus  Gery  in  decretis  bacca- 
laureus  quondam  hujus  ecclesiai  Vicarius  qui  anno 
Domini  Millesimo  ccclv'^  auctoritate  Rev'^'  Patris  Joannis 
Dei  Gratia  Lincolnensis  Episcopi  suis  laboribus  et  expensis 
inter  Rectoriam  et  Vicariam  hujus  ecclesiae  consolida- 
tionem  et  perpetuam  unionem  procuravit  et  fieri  op  tinuit 
qui  obiit  die  mensis  A^  D"'  mccccl 

cujus  anim^e  propitietur  Deus.     Amen.' 
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By  reference  to  the  list  of  rectors  on  pp.  115,  116,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  seven  years  after  his  vacation  of  the  inferior 
benefice,  he  came  back,  by  exchange  with  John  Argentyn, 
to  enjoy  the  improved  benefice,  which  he  resigned  twenty- 
one  years  later,  and  dying  probably  elsewhere,  the  date  of 
his  death  was  never  recorded. 

3.  Peter  Winder,  student  and  scholar  of  B.N.C., 
Oxford,  was  curate  under  the  rector,  Dr.  Singleton, 
Principal  of  B.N.C.  from  1601  to  1610.  This  brass  was 
originally  fixed  to  the  outer  wall  of  the  church,  that  por- 
tion which  in  1858  was  not  pulled  down,  but  by  the  build- 
ing of  the  north  aisle  has  been  included  in  the  church. 
It  represents  him  kneeling  in  front  of  the  centre  of  the 
altar.     The  legend  runs  thus  : 

'  Petrus  Winder  Cumbriensis  vir  doctus  et  pius  vigilan- 
tissimus  fidehssimusque  Hujus  Ecclesia  Curatus  hie  jacet 
sepultus  obiit  xxi  Februarii  Anno  Dni.  1610.' 

4.  A  brass  with  legend  only  : 

'  Nos  precibus  matris  salvet  sapia  patris 
Orate  p  ala  magri  Thomas  Percyvale 
qdiii  rectoris  ist.  eccleae  q.  obiit  vij  die  julij 
An.  Dni.  151 1  Cujus  ale  propitiet.  deus.  a.' 

Against  the  north  wall  is  fixed  the  monument  of  the 
first  Richard  Lybbe  of  Hardwicke,  at  one  time  server  to 
Queen  Mary.  He  is  represented  kneeling  at  a  desk,  and 
is  partially  clothed  in  armour,  and  opposite  to  him  kneels 
his  wife.  The  figures  are  sculptured,  of  a  soft  stone, 
about  half  life-size. 
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The  inscription  on  the  monument  is  to  this  effect : 

'  Richardus  Lybbe  Arm^'  D"s  ^g  Domo  et  Manerio 
Hardwick  sepultus  est  26°  Augusti  A°  Dni  1599  .  fuit  e 
domesticis  Marias  Reginae  sewar  Joanna  uxor  Richardi 
prasdicti  fuit  sepulta  22P  decc's  ex  qua  sunt  geniti  duo  fihi 
Richardus  et  Joannes  cum  octo  fihabus.' 

The  eldest  son  Richard,  who  succeeded  to  the  Hard- 
wick estate,  and  married  Ann  Blagrave,  is  commemorated 
by  a  plain  tablet  inserted  between  two  pilasters,  and  bears 
the  following  inscription : 

'  Richard    Lybbe    of    Hardwick,    Esg., 
&  Anne  Blagrave, 

United  in  sacred  Wedlock  50  years, 

Were  here   again  made  one  by   Death. 

She  yielded  to  the  Change 

Jan.  17,  1651, 

Which  he  embraced 

July  14,  1658. 

'  He  whose  Renowne  for  what  completeth  Man 
Speaks  lowder  better  things  than  Marble  can 
She  whose  rehgious  deeds  made  Hardwick's  Fame 
Breathe  as  the  Balme  of  Lybbe's  immortal  Name 
Are  once  more  joyned  within  this  peaceful  Bed 
Where  Honour  not  Arabian  Gummes  is  spred 
Then  grudge  not  (Friends)  who  next  succeed  them  must 
Y'are  happy  that  shall  mingle  with  such  Dust.' 

On  the  walls  and  the  pavement  are  other  memorials  of 
this  and  of  the  Whistler  family. 
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THE    RECTORIAL    ESTATE. 

The  rectorial  estate  from  a  distant  period  consisted  of 
land  and  tithes — the  tithes  no  doubt  from  early  Saxon 
times  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from  the  Domesday  Book 
that  there  was  at  that  time  any  land  belonging  to  the 
rectory.  The  later  terriers  of  the  rectory  show  an 
amount  of  138  acres  belonging  to  the  rectory  in  addition 
to  the  tithes.  If  the  site  of  house  and  garden  and 
churchyard,  etc.,  be  deducted  from  this,  there  will  remain 
about  135  acres ;  and  it  would  seem  that  at  some  time 
after  Milo  Crispin's  tenure  the  rectory  had  been  endowed 
with  a  hide  of  land,  and  the  vicarage  with  one-eighth. 
At  the  enclosure  these  scattered  pieces  of  land  were 
grouped  together,  and  the  tithe  on  the  Oxon  side  of  the 
river  commuted  for  land,  and  the  glebe  was  thus  increased 
to  278  acres.  Shortly  before  1880  all  but  three  closes 
was  sold  to  W.  Fanning,  Esq.,  who  erected  on  it  the 
residence  now  called  Bozedown  House.  The  purchase 
money  was  invested  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  rectory  house  has  been  twice  rebuilt  in  modern  . 
times.  Its  original  site  was  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  kitchen-garden,  facing  west  towards  the  road  lead- 
ing into  the  churchyard  from  the  village.  It  was  removed 
by  the  Rev.  James  Etty,  and  placed  without  much  judg- 
ment close  to  the  village  street  facing  eastwards,  on 
ground  that  was  subject  to  flood.  In  1832  the  present 
house  was  built  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hammond  in  a  more 
convenient  situation  not  many  yards  from  the  last  site, 
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but  well  raised  by  a  basement  above  floods.  At  the 
same  time  the  old  tithe  barn  was  converted  into  stables 
and  offices.  The  Hyde  estate  being  the  portion  of  the 
parish  on  the  Berkshire  side  of  the  river  Thames,  which 
is  now  for  civil  purposes  united  with  Purley,  having  no 
rights  in  the  common  land  on  the  Oxfordshire  side,  and, 
therefore,  being  unable  to  exchange  for  an  equivalent  in 
land,  still  continues  to  pay  tithe. 

THE    CHURCH    PLATE. 

The  church  plate  consists  of  the  following  pieces  : 

I.  There  was  until  1885  a  large   silver  flagon  holding 

about  a  quart,  and  weighing   2  lb.   15   oz.     It   bore  the 

inscription  : 

'  The  gift  of  Dame  Frances  Twysden,  Relict  of  Sir 
William  Twysden  of  East  Peckham  in  Kent,  dece'd, 
to  the  Parish  Church  of  Whitchurch  in  Oxford- 
shire— Anno  Salutis  1725.' 

This  Lady  Twysden  was  the  mother  of  Isabella  Lybbe, 
who  married  Philip,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Povvys. 

At  the  Easter  vestry,  1885,  permission  was  given  to 
have  it  converted  into  an  alms  dish.  The  old  inscription 
was  replaced  upon  this,  and  the  following  added  : 

'  Cantharum  olim  a  Francisca  Twysden  huic  Ecclesise 
datum  quippe  inhabilem  ideoque  rarissime  immo 
nunquam  usurpatum  in  banc  scutellam  denuo  con- 
flandum  curavit 

Joannes  Slatter  Rector  mdccclxxxv.' 
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2.  A  silver  cup  in  ordinary  use,  with  a  small  paten 
fitting  as  a  cover  ;  it  weighs  lo  oz.  av.,  and  the  paten 
3^  oz.     The  paten  has  on  its  foot 

G  H   o 

I    L^ 

The  hall-mark  is  of  the  date  1570.  Its  diameter  is 
barely  4  inches. 

The  full  height  of  the  chalice  is  6|  inches,  and  the  bowl 
is  exactly  4  inches  in  depth,  and  the  diameter  3f  inches. 

3.  The  above  paten  did  not  appear  to  have  been  used 
except  in  private  ministrations  :  in  public  there  was  in  use 
a  small  salver  of  the  date  of  George  III.,  with  a  foot ;  this 
was  extremely  thin  and  much  bent.  Permission  was 
obtained  to  convert  this  into  a  paten,  plain,  but  with 
engraved  rim,  and  about  6  inches  diameter.  The  weight 
is  6  oz. 

4.  A  large  gilt  cup  and  paten  weighing  together  28  oz., 
and  bearing  the  inscription,  '  Antonius  Ryder  Gent.' 
He  was  a  resident  in  the  parish  during  the  first  years 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  bears  some  very  hand- 
some repousse  work  ;  but  it  was  spoiled  in  appearance  by 
the  shortness  of  the  stem,  which  was  also  so  large  in 
diameter  that  it  was  difficult  to  grasp  it  firmly,  and  it 
perpetually  threatened  accident  in  administration.  The 
stem  was,  therefore,  lengthened  and  a  knop  inserted, 
and  the  foot  enriched  by  an  addition  of  the  same  pattern 
of  repousse  work  as  the  bowl.  Its  height  is  now  9  inches, 
and  the  diameter  of  the  bowl  4^  inches,  and  depth 
4  inches. 
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5.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  Httle  paten  which 
belongs  to  the  silver  Elizabethan  cup  :  a  small  cup  of 
silver  without  stand,  except  a  rim  at  the  base  about 
\  inch  high,  and  ornamented  with  work  round  the  bowl 
somewhat  similar  in  pattern  to  the  last-mentioned  (No.  4), 
was  presented  by  Lady  Twysden,  which  fits  very  com- 
pactly to  the  little  paten,  and  has  been  used  for  private 
ministrations. 

6.  A  silver  plate  weighing  20  oz.,  which  was  once  used 
for  collecting  alms,  and  bears  the  inscription  : 

*  Anna  Uxor  Samuelis  Walker  Rectoris  Ecclesise  de 
Whitchurch  in  comitatu  Oxoniensi  Patinam  banc 
usibus  sacris  ibidem  mensas  volente  marito  dicavit.' 

This  plate  bears  on  the  border  on  one  side  a  shield 
with  no  tincture,  but  charged  with  a  cross  flory  or. 
This  seems  to  have  been  put  as  a  mark  of  its  dedication. 
On  the  opposite  side  there  is  a  shield  surmounted  by  a 
ducal  coronet,  and  surrounded  with  the  motto  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter.  The  arms  are  those  of  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  and  is  charged  quarterly. 

1.  or.  with  a  chief  indented  a:;-.     Ormond. 

2.  ar.  a  lion  rampant  ;  in  chief  a  bird  between  two 
roundels.     Russell  of  Ireland. 

3.  Three  cups  covered.  Hereditary  Grand  Butler  of 
Ireland.     Butler. 

4.  Ermine  a  saltier  engrailed  az.     Desmond. 

Over  all  a  scutcheon  of  pretence,  three  unicorns'  heads 
erased.     Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester. 
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This  plate  was  one  of  a  service  which  probably  belonged 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  outlawed  for  his  Jacobite 
proclivities  in  1715. 

It  is  now  used  for  the  bread  upon  the  credence. 


THE    CHURCH    OF    ST.    JOHN    BAPTIST. 

The  physical  features  of  the  parish  have  been  already 
described,  and  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  the 
northern  part  of  the  parish,  standing  as  it  does  on  a 
tableland  some  200  feet  higher  than  the  lower  village, 
and  reached  by  a  steep  ascent  about  a  mile  in  length, 
which  passes  over  ground  which  contains  no  habitations, 
is  naturally  divided  in  other  respects  from  the  part  which 
borders  on  the  river,  close  to  which  the  parish  church 
is  situated. 

Besides  the  hill  and  the  distance  there  was  another 
cause  to  discourage  the  use  of  their  parish  church  by 
those  who  dwelt  on  the  hill.  The  village  gradually  has 
become  the  site  of  many  large  houses,  the  homes  of 
persons  with  independent  means,  whose  households 
comprise  a  number  of  domestic  servants.  At  the  same 
time  the  old  churchyard  had  become  so  completel}' 
occupied  with  recent  graves,  that  it  had  been  generally 
recognised  as  an  absolute  necessity  that  fresh  ground 
must  be  acquired  for  general  use.  This  need  was  readily 
supplied  by  the  liberahty  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Gardiner,  who 
gave  two  acres  of  land  for  this  purpose.  This  was 
levelled  and  fenced,  and  a  mortuary-chamber  erected  by 
subscription  from  the  parishioners  at  a  cost  oi  £2.']'$). 
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The  necessity  of  erecting  some  building  for  holding 
the  funeral  service,  combined  with  the  desire  of  providing 
suitably  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  population  in  that 
portion  of  the  parish,  led  to  the  decision  to  place  here 
a  small  church  capable  of  accommodating  about  200 
worshippers.  To  this  good  work  the  same  kind  and 
liberal  hand  promised  -£"1,000,  which  was  finally  increased 
by  nearly  £"400  more.  The  church  is  perfectly  plain,  but 
most  substantially  built,  its  dimensions  being  about 
So  feet  by  18  feet  internal  measure,  and  its  acoustic 
properties  are  fortunately  extremely  perfect.  It  is  seated 
throughout  with  chairs,  and  the  appropriation  of  any 
sitting  expressly  forbidden.  It  is  found,  however,  in 
practice  that  this  condition  does  not  preclude  the  usual 
worshippers  from  occupying  their  accustomed  places, 
which  are  yielded  not  of  right,  but  by  feelings  of  neigh- 
bourly courtesy. 

It  was  consecrated  by  the  late  Bishop  Mackarness  on 
the  eve  of  All  Saints'  Day,  1883. 

There  will  not  probably  for  many  3'ears  be  any  need  of 
substantial  repair^  but  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  provide 
against  such  a  want  by  creation  of  a  trust  for  ecclesias- 
tical purposes  under  31  and  32  Vict.,  cap.  cix.,  §  9.  At 
present  it  consists  only  of  larger  fees  derived  from  the 
permission  to  construct  vaults.  This  appears  the  proper 
mode  of  dealing  with  such  moneys  which  really  represent 
the  consideration  for  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the 
parishioners. 
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REGISTERS. 

There  is  now  no  very  ancient  register  in  existence. 
The  oldest  commences  in  1601,  and  bears  this  memoran- 
dum on  the  first  page  : 

This  Booke  was  provided  for  the  Parish  of  Whit- 
church the  xitii  daie  of  January  A"  Doiiii  1601  et 
Regno  Reginas  Ehzabethas  44". 

Parson  heare  then  Thomas  Singleton  Doctor  in 
Divinitie  and  Principall  of  Brasenose  College  in 
Oxon. 

Curate  Peter  Winder  sometime  Student  of  the  said 

College. 

fRoberte  Simons 
Churchwardens-', 

[Francis  Flower. 

1585.  5"  Die  Junii  Bernardus  alias  Barnabas  Symons 
a  patre  conceptus  filiusque  Roberti  Simons 
Baptizatus  erat 

ex  veteri  libro  desumptus. 
1588.  6°  Die  Januarii  Robertus  Simons  filius  Roberti 
Simons  Baptizatus  est 

ex  veteri  libro  desumptus. 

The  names  of  those  that  have  been  baptized,  married, 
and  buried  since  the  first  day  that  the  Right  Worshipful 
Mr.  Doctor  Singleton  was  instituted  and  admitted  into 
the  parsonage  of  Whitchurch  are  registered  as  it  shall 
appear  in  this  book  beginning  at  the  next  leafe  of  the 
book. 
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There  are  some  memoranda  in  the  Register. 

1.  A  note  of  Money  given  to  the  Pulpite  together  with 
the  names  of  those  that  gave  it  ann"  Dni  1610. 

Imprimis  Mr.  Doctor  Singleton         ...     vis.  v\\]d. 
Itin  Mr.  Winder  ...  ...       xs. 

lin  Mr.  Poulter  ...  ...     iijs.  iiijV. 

Item  Thomas  Speak  Executor  of  Mr.  Winder's  Will 
did  pay  these  forenamed  sums  the  6"^  day  of  February, 

That  must  have  been  in  161 1,  for  Peter  Winder  died  in 
February,  1610. 

On  the  back  of  this  first  page  appears  two  entries  : 

2.  Item  I  give  five  pounds  for  a  stocke  for  the  ...  of 
the  parrysh  of  Whitchurch  in  the  Diocese  of  Oxford  to  be 
disposed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Parson  and  Church- 
wardens of  the  said  Church  yearlie  from  yeare  to  yeare  to 
too  poore  of  the  said  parrish  who  are  to  put  in  sufficient 
securitye  for  payment  of  the  same  when  the  Church- 
wardens shall  make  their  accompts  and  so  to  be  disposed 
from  yeare  to  yeare  to  too  other  of  the  said  parrish  upon 
like  securitie  or  to  the  same  too  which  had  it  before  but 
not  to  any  aboue  too  yeares.  And  I  charge  the  Parson 
and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  that  they  deale 
carefully  and  faithfully  herin  without  any  priuat  respect 
as  they  will  anser  before  God.  And  that  this  clause 
of  my  will  be  written  fayre  in  their  Church  Book 
and  read  yearlie  when  the  Churchwardens  make  their 
accompts. 

This  clause  of  Dr.  Singleton's  will  was  registered 
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this  present  tenth  day  of  Aprill  1615  in  the  presence 
of  those  whose  names  are  underwritten 

Isaac  Singleton  Rector  ib. 

John  Price  curate  ibid. 

Richard  Aplebee  X  his  marke)  ^, 

-Churchwardens. 
Edward  ff ruen  n  his  marke  J 

Griffith  Cressell. 

2.  On  the  13*  day  of  Aprill  1634  the  Churchwardens 

of  this  Pisshe  received  of  the  Overseers  of  the  last  will  of 

Henry  Martin  the  sume  of  six  shillings  eight  pence  in  full 

satisfaction  of  a  small    enclosure   lying   below    Bindysh 

Gate  adjoyning  to  Hammerley  which  Andrew  North  and 

his  heires  the  possessor  of  the  said  Bindishe  Hammerley 

and  small  enclosure  are  quietly  to  enioye  for  ever. 

The  m'ke  of  A  1         , 

.  rGard. 
Richard  Strocge*J 

The  m'ke  of  x  1    .  ,. 

-Sidf. 
Thomas  Blackall  J 

At  the  commencement  of  the  first  page  of  the  register 
appears  :  '  Baptisms  taken  out  of  the  other  Register  book,' 

And  accordingly  there  follow  those  for  1598  and  1599. 

The  marriage  and  burials  begin  with  1597. 

The  two  earlier  baptisms  of  1585  and  1588  evidently 
concerned  Robert  Simmons  the  churchwarden  in  1600. 

Among  the  peculiar  entries  in  the  register  are  the 
following : 

In  1606  Peter  Winder  remarks  :  '  Within  8  yeres  7  wyues 
brought  fourth  ij  childen  a  pece  in  this  pish  of  Whit- 
church.' 

*  This  name  is  accurately  deciphered  as  it  stands,  but  what  the 
name  really  was  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture. 
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In  1622  we  find  this  entry  among  the  baptisms  : 

'  Decemb.  g.     Grace  (ut  dixit  mater  ejus)  filia  Roberti 

Hunt  bap.' 

Again  :  '  1630,  June  25.  Nem  (scin  matrem)  filia  Thomae 

Higgs.' 

Both  these  are  in  Henry  Whistler's  writing.  At  the 
close  of  1640  he  has  entered  this  mem. :  *  Mutatur  dehinc 
stilus  quia  vernaculis  nititur  testibus.' 

There  are  a  few  names  still  in  the  parish  that  may  be 
traced  through  all  the  registers  :  Holmes,  Simmonds, 
Bushnell,  Wallis,  and  Gutteridge  ;  this  last  may  be  traced 
from  its  original  spelling  as  Goderich ;  the  name  of  Spar- 
hawk  died  out  before  the  present  century.  There  is  a 
solitary  entry  of  one  singular  name  among  the  burials — 
Thomas  Headach. 

In  the  earliest  3'ears  among  the  Christian  names  were 
common  Avis  and  Annis,  and  again  there  is  one  singular 
one — Parthenia. 

The  name  of  Lewendon,  which  is  now  the  most  common 
in  the  parish,  is  quite  a  modern  introduction. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  registers : 

Baptisms.  Burials.  Marriages. 
To  the  end  of  1599 
Between  1599  and  1649 
1649  to  1699 
1699  to  1749 
1749  to  1799 
1799  to  1849 
1849  to  1879 

Total     ...    4,154  2,790  839 

There  is  no  basis  for  ascertaining  the  population  of  the 
parish   in   early  times,  at    least    after   the   statement    in 
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Domesday  Book,  by  which  it  would  appear  there  were 
thirty-three  householders  in  the  parish,  which  on  the 
ordinary  computation  would  make  the  inhabitants  about 
170.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  there 
is  to  be  noticed  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
baptisms  and  marriages  ;  this  is  probably  to  be  accounted 
for  b}'  the  enactments  under  Cromwell,  which  perhaps, 
however,  affected  this  parish  less  than  some  others,  inas- 
much as  Henry  Whistler,  who  was  rector  during  all  that 
period,  though  a  Puritan,  and  probably  escaping  extrusion 
from  the  living  by  that  and  the  influence  of  his  family, 
was,  as  shown  above,  p.  iig,  a  great  upholder  of  baptism. 
It  is  not  with  so  much  probability,  and  3'et  it  is  possible 
that  the  decrease  was  owing  to  a  decline  in  population  on 
account  of  the  Civil  War,  and  the  actual  absence  and 
eventual  loss  to  the  parish  of  the  men  that  were  coming 
to  the  m.arriageable  age.  Assuming  that  the  proportion 
between  the  number  of  marriages  and  the  population  has 
remained  at  the  same  rate,  the  population  in  the  first 
half  of  the  seventeenth  century  must  have  been  just  below 
350.  But  b}'  the  burials  it  would  be  only  just  above  310. 
By  an  entr}'  at  the  end  of  the  old  register  it  appears 
that  there  were  in 
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CHARITIES. 

Besides  the  subscriptional  charities,  which  exist  in  most 
parishes,  there  are  at  present  seven  endowed  charities, 
which  here  follow  in  the  order  of  their  foundation : 

I.    KNAPP'S    CHARITY. 

Augustine  Knapp  of  Rotherfield  Pyparde  by  Will  dated 
26  November  1602  gave  20  shillings  per  ann.  charged 
upon  his  property  to  each  of  the  following  parishes,  viz. : 
Rotherfield  Grays,  Rotherfield  Pyperd,  Southstoke,  Whit- 
church, and  S'  Giles'  Reading  to  be  disposed  and  bestowed 
to  and  for  the  clothing  of  poor  lame  blind  and  impotent 
people  such  as  have  most  need  thereof  att  and  by  the 
several!  discretions  of  the  Churchwardens  of  the  said 
severall  Parishes  before  mentioned  for  the  Time  being 
and  three  of  the  most  substantial!  Parishioners  of  the  said 
several!  Parishes  before  mentioned  or  the  more  part  of 
them  yearely  in  and  uppon  the  Even  of  the  Feast  of  All 
Saints. 

This  rent  charge  was  redeemed  by  Col.  Makins  the 
owner  of  the  estate  in  18S1  by  investing  £^j,  12s.  6d.  in 
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Consols  with  the  Charity  Commissioners  for  the  benefit  of 
this  parish.  The  annual  income  was  -£"1  os.  2d.,  which  by 
the  lowering  of  the  rate  of  interest  from  3  to  2f  per  cent, 
in  i8go  was  reduced  to  i8s.  ^^d. 

2.  whistler's  charity. 

John  Whistler,  of  Whitchurch,  Oxon,  gent.,  by  will 
dated  December  7,  1626,  gave  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  Whitchurch  for  the  time  being,  and  to  their 
successors  to  the  use  of  the  poor  there  the  sum  of  52s. 
3'early  for  ever  to  be  distributed  by  twelvepence  every 
Sunday  for  ever  in  one  dozen  of  bread  with  advantage 
unto  fourteen  poor  people  after  the  manner  of  John 
Perkin's  gift  at  Marcham,  Berks,  to  begin  within  one 
month  of  my  decease. 

The  manner  of  John  Perkin's  gift  was  thus :  There 
were  to  be  twelve  actual  recipients,  but  two  or  three  more 
poor  persons  were  encouraged  to  attend  in  the  hope  of 
their  being  eventually  chosen  into  the  number  of  the 
favoured  twelve,  and  in  case  of  any  of  these  failing  to 
attend  there  might  be  a  recipient  at  hand. 

Of  late  years  the  custom  had  been  followed  of  having 
as  many  loaves  as  4s.  4;^.  would  purchase  brought  into 
church  on  the  second  Sunday  in  every  month,  which  the 
clergyman  distributed  at  the  conclusion  of  even-song. 
This  was  open  to  many  objections,  and  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  appointing  new  trustees  in 
September,  i88g,  it  was  decided  to  unite  the  administra- 
tion of  Jackson's  Charity  with  this,  and  select  certain 
poor  people  to  receive  a  weekly  supply  of  bread.     By  this    ' 
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arrangement  some  of  the  most  necessitous  inhabitants  are 
helped  and  waste  avoided. 

On  the  sale  of  the  Combe  Estate  no  declaration  of  this 
rent-charge  was  made  to  the  purchaser,  but  it  was  re- 
deemed by  Mr.  Gardiner  paying  into  the  hands  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  ^96  14s.  ^d.  for  the  purchase  of 
;;^I04  in  2\  per  cent,  stock.  The  payment  which  had 
been  regularly  made  before  the  sale  of  the  estate  had  been 
continued  unwittingly  afterwards  by  Mr.  Gardiner. 


3.    CRESSWELL  S,    COMMONLY    CALLED    THE    GREAT-COAT 
CHARITY. 

Thomas  Cresswell,  by  his  will  dated  August  15,  1726, 
bequeathed,  after  the  death  of  his  sister,  Mary  Scuda- 
more,  which  took  place  November  23,  1740,  a  messuage 
with  lands  in  the  parish  of  Whitchurch  to  the  rectors  and 
parsons  for  the  time  being  of  the  parishes  of  Whitchurch 
and  Goring,  and  also  to  Taverner  Wallis  and  Anthony 
Whistler,  both  of  Whitchurch,  gentlemen ;  to  William 
Cowdery  of  the  parish  of  Tilehurst,  gent.,  and  Thomas 
Cresswell,  of  Newnham,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  yeoman, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assignees  for  ever  ...  to  buy  and 
provide  three  cloth  coats  for  three  poor  ancient  men  of 
Whitchurch  Parish,  which  do  not  receive  alms  of  the 
parish,  and  two  cloth  coats  for  two  poor  ancient  men  of 
the  parish  of  Goring,  etc.,  and  deliver  such  coats  to  each 
of  such  five  poor  men  at  or  in  the  church  porch  of  the 
parish  church  of  Whitchurch  on  the  day  next  before  the 

10 
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feast-day  of  St.  Thomas,  the  Apostle,  '  and  I  do  hereby 
desire  the  minister  of  the  said  parish  church  of  Whit- 
church will  yearly  for  ever  preach  a  sermon  on  the  said 
feast-day  at  the  same  church,  where  and  when  it  is  my 
will  the  said  five  ancient  men  shall  attend  and  be  present 
in  their  said  coats.' 

It  does  not  appear  what  became  of  the  messuage. 
The  first  rent  paid  to  the  trustees  under  this  will  for 
the  purposes  of  this  charity  was  at  Michaelmas,  1741,  and 
amounted  to  £^.  The  five  coats  the  same  year  cost 
£z  I2S.  ^d.  But  by  1745  the  cost  of  the  coats  had  reached 
£4  8s.,  and  continued  at  about  this  sum  till  1789.  At 
this  time  enough  money  had  been  saved  to  buy  ^£'33  6s.  8(f. 
stock,  and  an  additional  coat  was  able  to  be  procured. 
At  this  time  the  cloth  used  to  be  purchased,  and  a  tailor 
made  the  coats  at  the  rate  of  3s.  each.  But  in  1802  a 
new  draper  charged  £"]  2s.  for  six  coats  instead  of  -£^  3s.  8(f., 
the  addition  appearing  to  be  a  leap  from  i8s.  to  /"i  i8s.  in 
the  making. 

The  expenditure  having  been  always  kept  somewhat 
within  the  income  in  1870,  it  became  possible  to  transfer 
the  accumulated  balance  in  the  Reading  Savings  Bank  to 
the  account  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  by  the  pur- 
chase of  ;^i85  8s.  5f/.  Consols.  Two  years  later  by  felling 
timber  this  was  increased  to  the  amount  of  £203  igs.  10^^. 
But  in  1872  the  rent  which  had  gradually  advanced  to 
£14  was  reduced  to  ^10,  and  the  land  was  sold  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hardwick  Estate,  in  the  midst  of  which 
it  was  situated,  for  the  sum  of  £s^o.  In  this  way  the 
capital  fund  of  the  charity  was  increased  to  £705  16s.  8^/., 
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but  the  income  was  reduced  to  £\<^,%s.  by  the  conversion, 
of  the  3  per  cent.  Consols. 


4.    THE    COAL    CHARITY. 

At  the  enclosure  of  Whitchurch  Common  in  1813,  a 
piece  of  land,  measuring  5  acres  3  roods  3  poles,  was 
awarded  to  trustees,  the  proceeds  to  be  spent  in  fuel  for 
the  poorer  inhabitants. 

The  trustees  were  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  rector, 
the  churchwardens,  and  overseers. 

The  land  had  been  let  for  the  sum  of  £"]  ys.  yearly,  but 
by  the  same  resolution  of  the  Vestry  as  the  foregoing 
charity,  it  was  sold  to  C.  L.  Gardiner,  Esq.,  for  ;^2go, 
which  was  invested  with  the  Charity  Commissioners  by 
the  purchase  of  £2d>j  2s.  yd.  Consols.  The  yearly  income 
at  present  is  £y  17s.  8^^. 


5.  Jackson's  charity. 

Mr.  George  Jackson,  of  Swanston's,  in  this  parish,  by 
will  bearing  date  May  25,  1S37,  l^ft  to  the  rector  and 
churchwardens  of  Whitchurch  £100  clear  of  duty  to  be 
invested  in  Government  Stock,  and  the  dividends  to  be 
applied  yearly  to  the  purchase  of  bread  to  be  distributed 
at  their  discretion  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish.  The 
3^100  was  invested  in  ;^io7  los.  6d.  Consols,  from  which  the 
present  income  is  £2  igs. 

From  September  29,  iSSg,  the  trustees,  in  the  exercise 
of  their   discretion,  limiting   the    number   of  recipients. 
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were  compelled  to  adopt  a  weekly  delivery  to  avoid  waste. 
The  administration  has,  therefore,  of  late  proceeded  on 
the  same  lines  as  that  of  Whistler's.  ■ 

6.    PIGOU'S    CHARITY. 

Robert  Richard  Pigou,  Esq.,  of  Thames  Bank,  in  the 
parish  of  Whitchurch,  by  a  declaration  of  trust  dated 
January  29,  1842,  gave  ;^300  Reduced  Annuities  to  pro- 
vide red  cloaks  annually  for  poor  women  of  the  parish 
of  Whitchurch,  Oxon. 

The  dividends  to  be  applied  to  purchase  as  many  good, 
warm,  red  cloth  cloaks  as  they  will  buy  on  the  day  before 
the  feast-day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  ;  and  the  trustees 
shall  select  such  three  poor  women  of  the  age  of  sixt}' 
years  at  the  least  as  they  shall  in  their  judgment  consider 
proper  objects  of  the  charity ;  and  shall  also  select  as 
many  poor  women  of  the  age  of  forty  years  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  number  of  cloaks  above  three,  which  shall 
annually  be  purchased. 

In  1885,  all  the  non-official  trustees  having  long  died 
out,  the  churchwardens  were  associated  with  the  rector 
in  the  management  of  the  charity. 

At  present  the  income  is  £8  5s. 

7.  MISS  moore's  bequest. 

By  will  dated  September  5,  1894,  Miss  Maria  Eli;^a 
Moore  bequeathed  the  sum  of  ;r300,  free  of  legacy  or 
succession  duty,  to  the  rector  and  churchwardens  for  the 
time  being  of  the  parish  of  Whitchurch,  in  the  county  of 
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Oxford,  to  be  invested  in  their  names — '  Upon  trust  to 
apply  the  annual  income  thereof  yearly,  and  every  year 
for  ever,  in  the  first  place  in  and  towards  the  cleansing, 
maintenance,  and  repair  of  the  tomb  erected  over 
the  grave  of  my  late  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Moore,  formerly  rector  of  the  said  parish  of  Whitchurch, 
and  the  tablets  in  the  said  church  to  any  of  the  Moore 
family  ;  and  upon  trust  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  said 
annual  income  not  required  for  cleansing,  maintenance, 
and  repair  of  the  said  tomb  and  tablets  aforesaid  in 
flannel,  blankets,  or  clothing,  to  be  distributed  in  the 
month  of  November  in  each  year  among  such  deserving 
poor  of  the  said  parish  of  Whitchurch  as  the  said  rector 
and  churchwardens  aforesaid  shall  from  time  to  time 
determine.' 

'  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  rector  and  churchwardens 
of  Whitchurch  aforesaid  failing  to  keep  the  said  tomb  and 
tablets  in  proper  repair,  order,  and  condition,  then  the 
said  sum  of  -£}fiO  and  the  investment  thereof  to  the 
vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Goring,  in  the 
said  county  of  Oxford,  subject  to  the  cleansing,  mainten- 
ance, and  repair  of  the  said  tomb  and  tablets,  to  be  by 
them  in  like  manner  applied  for  the  deserving  poor  of  the 
said  parish  of  Goring  aforesaid.' 

The  above  bequest  was  invested  with  the  Official 
Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds  by  the  purchase  of 
£299  I2S.  6(f.  in  the  2\  per  cent.  Consols. 

By  letter  dated  November  i,  1894,  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners declared  that  the  provision  for  the  mainten- 
ance and  repair  of  the  tomb  of  the  Rev.  E.  Moore  out 
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of   a    charitable    bequest   was    not    in    accordance   with 
the  law. 

It  will  have  to  be  considered  by  the  future  adminis- 
trators of  the  fund  under  the  appointment  of  the  Parish 
Council  how  the  object  Miss  Moore  had  at  heart  to  show 
respect  to  her  grandfather's  memory  is  to  be  attained 
without  trenching  upon  the  charitable  fund  of  her 
bequest. 


THE    END. 


EUioi  stock,  Patenwstcr  Row,  London. 
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